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A CRITICAL REVIEW OF ARTICLES RELATING 
TO AFRICA IN PHYLON, 1960-1969 
Introduction 
During the 1960’s there was a great awakening of 
interest in Africa. Thirty-two African countries became 
independent in the last decade and this gave the continent 
a new importance in world affairs. Conditions in America 
brought about a new, positive identification with Africa on 
the part of American Blacks. Interest in and involvement 
with Africa was evident among scholars and laymen alike. 
Accompanying the growth of interest in Africa was a 
desire to learn more about its history, geography, variety 
of cultures and languages. The 1960's saw an increase in 
the number of African studies programs offered in schools. 
Increased knowledge brought about a change in attitudes 
toward Africa. This change was reflected in literature 
written by and about Africans, in scholarly work, in 
curricula of educational institutions, in the popular press, 
in art appreciation and even in fashions, hairstyles and 
food. Ordinary people became aware that Africa is a continent 
and not a country; Negroes became known as Afro-Americans and 
Blacks; the concept of deepest, darkest Africa, like so many 
other negative stereotypes and ideas, was rejected in favor 
of a more positive view of Africa as a land of sunshine, 
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tradition, dignity and pride. 
It must be noted that the focus of attention was not 
the whole of Africa but on Africa south of the Sahara or Black 
Africa. 
History of Phylon 
Like many other scholarly journals, Phylon published 
articles on Africa during the 1960's. Phylon is a quarterly 
review of race and culture published by Atlanta University. 
The name Phylon is a transliteration of the Greek word <j>uXov, 
meaning race. This motto appeared in the first edition of 
Phylon: 
TnAoupov $ è yr[v ifeeis, KeAa vov <|HJAOV, OX 
v „ — > i - \ 
irpos riXiou vaiouai TTUYOUS, ev0a TTOTSVIOS 
AtGioÿ. 
Then thou shalt come to the far-off country 
Of a Black Race that dwells by the fountains 
of the Sun, 
Whence Aethiopia's river. 
The journal was founded in 1940 by W. E. B. DuBois, 
who served as its first editor until his retirement in 1944. 
The next editor was Ira De A. Reid, who served until 1949. 
Mozell Hill served as editor until 1958 and Tilman C. Cothran 
was the editor from 1960 to 1971. An editorial committee was 
responsible for Phylon in the interims between Hill's and 
Cothran's terms. The present editor, John D. Reid, assumed 
his post in 1971. 
The early volumes of Phylon, under the editorship of 
DuBois, aimed at a high standard of scholarship. Bacote has 
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noted that subsequent editors have contributed to Phylon1s 
growth in stature and its widespread circulation.^ 
Dr. Reid, the present editor, states that "Phylon 
started as a scholarly journal and it is still one." Dr. Reid 
also pointed out that the majority of Phylon1s subscribers are 
libraries , a situation that he hopes to change by attracting 
O 
more individual subscribers. 
In his editorship of Phylon, as in nearly all activities 
during his long life, DuBois was a source of controversy. 
Dr. Reid observed that DuBois did more writing in Phylon than 
subsequent editors and, as a result, was accused of using 
Phylon for propaganda, "to get his point across." 
The first issue of Phylon contained the following 
notice : 
The editors will be glad to receive and examine 
contributions sent them, including articles, 
notes, poetry and photographs. They desire 
work which is scholarly, informative, and 
illustrative of racial and cultural conditions. 
The early issues did contain photographs and several 
other features which have since disappeared from the format. 
Throughout the entire decade of the 1960's Phylon had the 
same editor and a consistent format was maintained for that 
period. In discussing plans for Phylon of the 1970's, 
^Clarence A. Bacote, The Story of Atlanta University: 
A Century of Service, 1865-1965 (Atlanta, 1969), p. 375. 
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An interview was held with Dr. Reid on January 19, 
1973 
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Dr. Reid stated that just as Africa was a dominating theme 
of the 1960's, the focus of this decade, he predicted, will 
be problems of minorities other than Blacks, especially 
Indians, Chicanos, and 'poor' whites, and that PhyIon will 
reflect this current emphasis. 
Purpose of the Study 
In the decade from 1960 to 1969 PhyIon published 
thirty-six articles relating to Africa. It is interesting 
to contrast this number with the twenty-seven Africa-related 
articles published between 1950 and 1959 and the eight articles 
relating to Africa that appeared in Phylon between 1940 and 
1949. Although consideration must be given to the various 
other factors that might influence the number of Africa-related 
articles published in Phylon during a given period, when the 
events of the last decade are taken into account it is not 
surprising to find a large number of Africa-related articles 
in Phylon of the 1960's. Also, in view of the emergence of 
Africa in the last decade it is interesting to examine the 
content of the Africa-related articles published in Phylon 
during that time. That examination has been undertaken in 
this thesis in the form of a critical review of articles 
relating to Africa published in Phylon between 1960 and 
1969. 
The purpose of this study is to find out what infor¬ 
mation about Africa was presented in the Phylon articles of 
the last decade; what were the authors' attitudes toward 
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Africa as expressed in the articles; and to evaluate to what 
extent the body of Africa-related articles published in Phylon 
during the 1960's reflected the atmosphere of the time and the 
degree and level of interest in Africa prevalent during that 
period. 
Description of the Data and Research Procedure 
The ten volumes of Phylon covering the years 1960 to 
1969 were examined so that the articles relating to Africa 
were identified. To determine whether or not a given article 
related to Africa and was appropriate for inclusion in this 
study, the test of whether the article contained information 
about events occurring on the African continent or contained 
a discussion of some aspect of African life or culture was 
applied. Articles that merely mentioned the word 'Africa* 
were excluded from the study however, five borderline articles 
are treated briefly in Appendix A. Articles such as book 
reviews, short stories and verse relating to Africa were also 
omitted. 
The thirty-six articles were concerned with a wide 
range of subjects including Pan-Africanism, literature, educa¬ 
tion, development, and independence. Related articles were 
grouped and these groups were divided into six broad categories 
Government, Independence, and Development; Ideological Issues; 
Sociological Issues and Observations; Education; African/Afro- 
American Relations; and Literature. 
Twenty-three, nearly two-thirds, of the articles were 
published between 1960 and 1965, the first half of the decade. 
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A listing by year of the number of Africa- ■related articles 
published in Phylon during the 1960 's follows: 
Number of Number of 
Year Articles Year Articles 
1960 4 1965 7 
1961 5 1966 3 
1962 8 1967 2 
1963 none 1968 1 
1964 6 1969 none 
The specific geographical areas referred to in the 
articles were French Equatorial Africa, British Central Africa, 
Belgian Congo, the Niger Valley, West Africa, British Cameroons, 
Nigeria, Togo, Ghana, Somalia, South Africa, Botswana, and 
Liberia. Clearly all of the articles were concerned with sub- 
Saharan Africa and the majority of the articles dealt with 
West Africa, Nigeria, South Africa, and Africa in general. 
Information from scholarly articles and books published 
during the 1960's and later was used as background data for 
the articles reviewed in this study. Mail questionnaires 
were sent to the authors of the Phylon articles to obtain 
current information on their whereabouts, activities and recent 
publications. Responses were obtained from (seventeen authors, 
three of the authors could not be traced, one is deceased, 
and the others did not return their questionnairs. 
CHAPTER I 
GOVERNMENT, INDEPENDENCE, AND DEVELOPMENT 
The Old Congo John Henrik Clarke 1962 
Somalia: From Trust Territory 
to Nation, 1950-1960 Gilbert Ware 1962 
The Legacy of Colonialism—Old 
Colony, New State Christopher Fyfe 1965 
The Prospect for Democracy 
in Africa Babatunde A. Williams . . 1961 
The Check-Off System in the 
Trade Unions in Nigeria Alfred L. Edwards 1964 
What Nigerian Independence 
Means Edward K. Weaver 1961 
British Cameroons Development 
Program and Self-Determination....A. A. McPheeters 1960 
Obstacles to Development in 
French Equatorial Africa Mildred Rendl Marcus ... 1960 
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CHAPTER I 
GOVERNMENT, INDEPENDENCE, AND DEVELOPMENT 
There were eight Phylon articles published during the 
1960's that related to government, independence, and develop¬ 
ment. Each of the five articles on government dealt with a 
different aspect and the articles covered the range from the 
pre-colonial period, through the transition from trust terri¬ 
tory to nation, to the post-colonial period of independence. 
"The Old Congo," by John Henrik Clarke, was published 
in 1962 .The article gave an account of the history of the 
Congo area up to 1885, the beginning of Belgian rule. Clarke 
pointed out that there are no records of the ancient and 
medieval history of Central Africa as there are for West 
Africa. Of the tribes who moved from the region south or 
southwest of Lake Chad, those whose names have the prefix Ba 
(among them the Bechuana and Basuto) spread "west into the 
Congo basin and southward through the central plains," while 
the other tribes, such as "the Ama-Xosa and Ama-Zulu passed 
down the eastern side." 
Some of the notable kingdoms established by the more 
stable tribes in the region were the Kingdom of Loango, the 
1PhyIon, Vol. XXIII, No. 1, pp. 61-65. 
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Kingdom of Ansika, and the Bakuba (or Bushongo) Kingdom. 
Clarke noted that these kingdoms had been in existence for 
centuries when the Portuguese arrived. 
The article gave quite a detailed description of the 
Bakuba hierarchy of the royal court and the system of govern¬ 
ment. According to Clarke, the Bakubas "have had a highly 
organized social system, an impressive artistic tradition and 
a secular form of government that expressed the will of the 
people through a democratic political system" for many 
centuries (p. 62). The article went on to name some of the 
early European explorers who visited Central Africa, including 
the Portuguese, Duarte Lopez, whose book, History of the 
Kingdom of the Congo, revealed much "of the history and 
civilization of Central and East Africa." 
Through the Portuguese, Christianity was introduced 
into the Congo before 1491. Clarke described how Christianity 
continued to spread in the Congo, although the Moslems from 
the East Coast urged the Africans to resist conversion to 
Christianity. To show the type of relations existing between 
the Africans and the Portuguese at that time, the article 
mentioned the ceremonial respect paid to the African Prince 
Henrique, who had been appointed a Bishop in 1520, and that 
there was an exchange of ambassadors between the Congo and 
the Holy See. 
The harmonious relations were "eventually disrupted by 
the rising European lust for slaves and gold," and "the Chris¬ 
tian Kingdom of the Congo was practically destroyed by European 
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fortune hunters, pseudo-missionaries and other kinds of free¬ 
booters" (p. 64). According to Clarke, the entire Congo 
region was in chaos by 1688 and the article described how the 
situation got steadily worse so that "violence became the 
order of the day as various assortments of European mercenaries 
vied for control of this rich area of Africa" (p. 65). 
To make the situation worse, Arab slave traders had 
come to the Congo by 1820, between 1874 and 1877 Stanley 
discovered the Congo River and King Leopold II began to focus 
attention on Central Africa. The final blow came with the 
decisions made at the Berlin Conference in 1884 and the 
establishment of the Congo Free State. Clarke observed that 
the "United States was the first power to ratify the agree¬ 
ment" and he concluded the article with the observation, 
"thus began the tragedy of Belgian rule in the Congo" (p. 65). 
The article was written in a style that added drama 
to the description of the Old Congo and emphasized the powerful 
impact on the Congo area of Christianity and the commercial 
activities of the Europeans. 
Gilbert Ware's article, "Somalia: From Trust Territory 
to Nation, 1950-1960," published in 1965 ,^ described the 
preparation of the trust territory Somaliland for self- 
government. Ware was interested in describing how effectively 
the responsibility for the trust territory was carried out and, 
indirectly,in examining the implications of the United Nations 
2Phylon, Vol. XXVI, no. 2, pp. 173-185. 
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trusteeship system. 
The article began with a brief description of the land 
and the people and some background information on how Italy 
became the colonial power in Somalia and how it was decided 
in 1949 to place Somalia under United Nations trusteeship. 
Under the Trusteeship Agreement approved by the General 
Assembly in 1950, Italy undertook the responsibility of guid¬ 
ing Somalia toward statehood within ten years. 
In spite of the fact that one of the earliest political 
parties in Somalia, the Somali Youth League (SYL) , advocated 
from the beginning such progressive ideas as "the elimination 
of tribal and communal friction," Ware pointed out that "even 
the SYL was tribal [sic] based, drawing its main support from 
the Darod and Hawiye tribes," and that "endemic tribal con¬ 
flict was one of the serious obstacles to the attainment of 
statehood" (p. 176). 
Ware emphasized that about "70 percent of the Somalis 
were nomadic or semi-nomadic" and that "the nomadic problem 
hampered Somali advancement in every respect." The increase 
in party membership from 38,567 to 62,509 between 1950 and 
1954 was indicative of a political awakening in Somalia with 
the important exception of the nomads who were not involved 
in politics and who tended to respond to their tribal leaders 
rather than to Somali political leaders. 
After the general elections of 1956, in which the SYL 
won forty-three of the sixty seats in the Legislative Assembly, 
the administering authority decided that the Somalis should 
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form a government and this would provide for Somali political 
leaders the "opportunity to learn the art of government before 
1960." Ware described some of the problems encountered by the 
new government, accusations by the opposing party and disputes 
within the SYL, which contributed to political turmoil in 
Somalia. 
The decision of the United Nations and the administer¬ 
ing authority to extend the suffrage gradually in Somalia was 
influenced by the inexperience of the political parties with 
modern electoral systems and the political immaturity of the 
masses. The first municipal elections in 1954 were based on 
universal male suffrage and universal suffrage was extended in 
1958. With the 1958 elections women were also eligible for 
election to public office. Because voting irregularities 
presented a serious problem in the 1956 elections, the admin¬ 
istering authority attempted to register the nomads in 
1957-1957 but their efforts were unsuccessful: 
For reasons of prestige and from a failure 
to understand the significance of census¬ 
taking, chiefs in the nomadic areas were 
eager to report an impressive number of 
tribesmen. It was not surprising, there¬ 
fore, that some of the chiefs submitted 
figures that exceeded the total population 
of Somalia, (p. 178) 
The administering authority's program for training 
Somalis as administrators was sharply criticized by both SYL 
leaders and the United Nations. A School of Politics and 
Administration was established in Mogadiscio and thirty 
students were enrolled the first year. The curriculum 
included courses in Arabic and Italian, administrative 
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practices and principles, political economy, history, law, 
and instruction concerning the principles of the United 
Nations, and students also had opportunities for studying 
in Italy. 
In addition to the training of Somalis for governmental 
posts, during the trusteeship the UN called for wider parti¬ 
cipation by Somalis in the governmental process, or Somaliza- 
tion. According to Ware, Somalization proceeded slowly 
between 1950 and 1954, the pace quickened by 1955, and after 
1956 Somalization proceeded rapidly. 
In discussing the issue of consensus, Ware pointed 
out the difficulty caused by the limited means of political 
communication in Somalia: 
Even in the year of independence (1960) there 
were only one radio station (in Mogadiscio) 
and two newspapers in the country. Cinemas 
were just beginning to appear in Mogadiscio. 
Only 5 percent of Somalis were literate. 
Moreover, the Somali language was spoken but 
not written. Yet the political leaders 
succeeded in gaining some support and involv¬ 
ing the people in the political process, as 
shown by the participation of 85 percent of 
the eligible voters in the 1958 elections. 
(pp. 181-182) 
In reference to ideology, Ware observed that "nationalism 
in the trust territory took the form which it was to keep in 
the new nation: A demand for 
unification of the five Somali 
(p. 182). In pointing out the 
Greater Somalia, Ware referred 
and Ethiopia and observed that 
Greater Somalia, that is, the 
areas under a single government" 
significance of the drive for a 
to its implications for Kenya 
"It would be ironic if Somalia 
were to contribute to the disruption of world peace" because, 
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among other unfortunate consequences, such an occurrence 
"would lend credibility to the argument against the entire 
United Nations approach to the challenge of transforming so- 
called undeveloped areas into states" (p. 184). 
Although Ware's account of the progress of Somalia 
from trust territory to nation did not understate the nega¬ 
tive aspects or unduly emphasize the positive side, the 
article concluded with a generally positive view of the 
administration of Somalia and the optimistic hope that "the 
United Nations Somali project may yet be seen as a positive 
contribution to the attainment and maintenance of world 
peace" (p. 185). 
"The Legacy of Colonialism—Old Colony, New State," 
O 
by Christopher Fyfe, was published in 1964. The purpose of 
the article according to Fyfe’s statement was "to uncover 
part of the foundation on which the independent states of 
former British Africa are built," and the reader was asked 
to judge whether the article helped him understand the Africa 
of today. Fyfe emphasized that the new African states "have 
behind them the methods and traditions of the Europeans who 
used to govern them." 
The article described the nature and functions of the 
institutions of the colonial system, including the governor, 
the colonial service, indirect rule, political representation, 
the judiciary and law, and the colonial economies which were 
3Phylon, Vol. XXV, No. 3, pp. 247-253. 
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planned "to stagnate, or, at least to develop slowly." 
Fyfe followed up the description of the British colonial 
structure by posing a riddle: 
Take a country ruled directly by a semi- 
charismatic leader who is not accountable 
to his subjects; a country where power is 
concentrated in the hands of a small exclu¬ 
sive elite, cut off from the people they 
administer, where there are no political 
parties, and political opposition is resented; 
where the government seems able to influence 
the judiciary, and interferes with the pro¬ 
cess of law; where the government controls 
the economy. What color is it? Black—or 
white? (p. 253) 
The riddle revealed another aspect of the stated purpose 
of the article. Not only did Fyfe uncover the colonial legacy 
of the modern African states, his article was a justification 
and defense of the structure, problems, and procedures of the 
governments of the newly independent African states. 
Babatunde A. Williams' article, "The Prospect for 
Democracy in Africa," appeared in 1961.4 The title is mislead¬ 
ing because the article was concerned only with the prospect 
for the development of the British type of parliamentary 
democracy in Africa. Williams* conclusion was that "parlia¬ 
mentary democracy has a dim future in Africa," and the article 
presented cogent justification for his view. 
The article stated that British parliamentary democracy 
is unsuitable for the new African countries because, among 
other reasons, it is a divisive force and what is needed is 
"a sense of solidarity and discipline" to counteract the 
4Phylon, Vol. XXII, No. 2, pp. 174-179. 
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"fissionary tendencies" inherent in the multi-national 
character of the new countries. 
Williams criticized the expectation of parliamentary 
democracy in Africa in view of the fact that the colonial 
governments had offered very little training in democratic 
government and that they had waited until "the last days of 
colonial rule" to introduce Africans to the democratic process. 
The article also pointed out that the assumptions under¬ 
lying the British parliamentary system do not hold true for 
the African states. The assumptions Williams referred to were: 
one, the existence of two parties, one of them an Opposition 
capable of forming an alternative government; two, that 
differences should rest on policy instead of on a personal, 
racial, or ethnic basis; and, three, the existence of a free 
and informed public capable of discussing differences of 
policy. 
After pointing out the necessary bases for parliamentary 
democracy and showing that they did not exist in the new 
African states, Williams pointed out the consequences of 
imposing the parliamentary system where it was not suitable: 
"an extra-parliamentary force or agency—a strong man, a 
charismatic figure, a military junta or an elite vanguard-- 
either takes over or supersedes the existing parliamentary 
machinery" (p. 178). 
The article offered no solution to the problem but 
Williams did state that the presidential system has been 
overlooked as an alternative although it has the advantage of 
17 
offering the central figure that is necessary for the cohesion 
of the multi-tribal states. 
Williams' article clearly reveals his position that 
the parliamentary form of democracy is not suitable for the 
new African states. Although he mentioned the alternative 
of the presidential system, he did not advocate it. 
It is not hard to find support for Williams' view of 
democracy in Africa. Julius Nyerere has stated two basic 
essentials of democracy: 
In my opinion there are two basic essentials 
of democracy. The first of these is the 
freedom and the well-being of the individual. 
The second is the method by which the govern¬ 
ment of a country is chosen; the method must 
ensure that the government is freely chosen 
by the people. If you have a country where 
the system of the government respects and 
upholds the freedom of the individual, I 
would say here is one essential of democracy. 
And I don't care whether it's one party or 
twenty parties, provided the government of 
that country can be replaced without assassina¬ 
tion, if the people go to the ballot box freely 
and regularly, and reelect their government, 
or replace it with another, then as far as I 
am concerned, the two basic essentials of 
democracy are there...^ 
Though Nyerere says it is not important whether the 
government has one or twenty parties, he is known to be an 
advocate of one-party democracy. But whether the system 
chosen is one-party or presidential Nyerere agrees with 
Williams that parliamentary democracy is not suited to Africa. 
Julius Nyerere, "A Defense of One-Party Democracy, 
in Africa Yesterday and Today, ed. by Clark D. Moore and 
Ann Dunbar, New York, 1968, p. 324. 
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Alfred L. Edwards' article, "The Check-Off System in 
the Trade Unions in Nigeria," was published in 1964.^ The 
article discussed the provisions of the law that made the 
check-off system possible, gave some details of the operation 
of the system, and mentioned the implications of this system 
for the relationship between the trade unions and the Nigerian 
government. 
The trade unions in Nigeria had long been interested in 
establishing a check-off system to provide regular income for 
themselves.^ The system was established in 1960 by enactment 
of the Labor Code (amendment) Act. This law made it possible 
to introduce the check-off system but the check-off was not 
compulsory. It was stipulated that the introduction of the 
scheme would be a matter of mutual agreement between the worker 
and the trade union to which he belonged. Also, the Minister 
of Labor must be satisfied that a proportion of worker's con¬ 
tributions be devoted to schemes that benefit the worker. 
Examples of such benefits recommended by the Minister of Labor 
were accident, sick, funeral, and maternity benefits; old age 
pensions, and educational grants. Introduction of the check¬ 
off system has strengthened the labor movement in Nigeria and 
helped it to gain some degree of financial stability. However, 
the article stated that this gain carried with it the cost of 
greater government supervision and control. 
6Phylon, Vol. XXV, No. 2, pp. 188-190. 
^The check-off system allows an employer to deduct trade 
union dues from wages and remit the amount to the union. 
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With respect to government control the trade unions in 
Nigeria are not exceptional. Edwards pointed out that in most 
underdeveloped countries a large degree of government regula¬ 
tion and a close relationship between trade unions and 
political parties was characteristic of labor relations. 
Though the main focus of Edwards' article was the check¬ 
off system and trade unions in Nigeria, it raised some important 
questions concerning government regulation of trade unions in 
general. 
Why did governments want to control the trade unions? 
8 Arnold Zack's article, "Trade Unions in Africa," answers 
this question. Part of the answer is that the governments 
were afraid that trade unions would hinder economic development 
by making excessive wage demands, or by discouraging foreign 
investors by causing strikes and slowdowns. 
Considering that trade unions were sometimes political 
forces opposed to colonialism before independence, the new 
governments sought to control the trade unions as a way of 
restricting their political power. 
Because Edwards' article did not even touch on reasons 
for government control of the trade unions, although he 
mentioned that such control existed, the significance of the 
introduction of the check-off system in Nigerian trade unions 
was not brought out in the article. 
^Arnold M. Zack, "Trade Unions in Africa" in Africa: A 
Handbook, ed. by Colin Legum (New York, 1966), pp. 447-455. 
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The only article on independence, "What Nigerian Inde- 
9 
pendence Means," by Edward K. Weaver, was published in 1961. 
The first part of the article consisted of background informa¬ 
tion on Nigeria. The background included information on the 
population, geography, tribes, religions, education, health 
facilities, and infrastructure of Nigeria. Weaver assumed 
that the readers of the article would be totally unfamiliar 
with Nigeria, West Africa, and Africa in general and that 
their approach to the subject would be so hampered by their 
prejudices and ethnocentrism that they would be unable to 
understand or correctly assess Nigeria and its importance. 
This assumption, which may have been correct in 1961 (and may 
still be correct in 1972), was very evident in the first part 
of the article although the information itself was important. 
In discussing the diversity of cultures, tribes, and 
languages that comprise independent Nigeria the article 
emphasized that the differences are a source of unity rather 
than division among the groups. Subsequent events, such as 
the Biafran War, showed that Weaver was too optimistic about 
the way Nigerians viewed their differences. 
The second part of the article discussed the implica¬ 
tions of Nigerian independence in relation to Nigeria's 
membership in the British Commonwealth. The article stated 
that preferential treatment in trade and tariff policies among 
commonwealth nations and membership in the sterling area of 
9Phylon, Vol. XXII, No. 2, pp. 146-159. 
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world currency and trade were two economic advantages that 
Nigeria would enjoy as a member of the British Commonwealth. 
Other advantages of Nigerian membership in the British 
Commonwealth mentioned in the article were the opportunity for 
regional alliances and participation in a world-wide community 
and world affairs. The article also predicted that 
...problems such as the racial policies of 
South Africa, and the imperial policies in 
the remaining colonial territories of the 
British in Africa as well as Asia, will be 
affected by Nigeria's Commonwealth member¬ 
ship. (p. 155) 
The fulfillment of this prediction has been more evident in 
the United Nations than in the commonwealth. Nigeria, as a 
West African country, has been part of the Afro-Asian bloc in 
the UN and the influence of this bloc has had some effect on 
policy. According to James O'Connell, "the American and 
British decisions to place embargoes on shipments of arms 
from their countries to South Africa also undeniably owes 
something to African activity in the UN."^ 
Two articles on development were published in 1960. 
"British Cameroons Development Program and Self-Determination, 
by A. A. McPheeters,^ presented a discussion of the economic, 
educational and administrative features of the United Nations 
Development Program in the British Cameroons. The economic 
and educational aspects of the program were treated briefly in 
lOjames O'Connell, "Trends and Tasks in the Independent 
States of West Africa" in A Thousand Years of West African 
History, ed. by J. F. Ade Ajayi and Ian Espie (Ibadan, 1965), 
pp. 480-497. 
1:LPhylon, Vol. XXI, No. 4, pp. 367-375 . 
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the article as "examples of the type, method, and extent of 
development essential in producing a situation which is 
conducive to successful operation as a free nation" (p. 367). 
The basic objective of the economic program was to 
diversify production through industrialization and increased 
agricultural production. McPheeters described the operation 
of the Southern Cameroons Marketing Board which was responsible 
for handling in the south the bananas, rubber, groundnuts 
(peanuts), coffee and other commodities produced in the 
territory. 
The Southern Cameroons Marketing Board was also respon¬ 
sible for maintaining stable prices for the produce it handled 
and for promoting the "economic development of the producers 
and areas of production." The Northern Regional Production 
Development Board and the Regional Development (Loan) Board 
were the agencies responsible for economic development and 
progress of the northern part of the British Cameroons. 
These agencies were responsible for assisting in the develop¬ 
ment of producing industries and training people in commerce 
and technical trades, among other duties. 
McPheeters stated that although it was difficult to 
express the economic development of the British Cameroons in 
dollars or pounds because so much of the economy was tied up 
with the economy of Nigeria, there was definite evidence of 
economic development: "continuous progress in organization 
and in the cultivation of new crops; a limited number of 
light industries have developed and workers have become more 
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skilled." (p. 370) The need for direct investment from 
abroad was recognized by the government and was encouraged 
through a program publicizing development possibilities. 
In 1954 an amendment to the Education Ordinance 
relieved the Eastern Region of Nigeria of the responsibility 
for education in the Cameroons. In the southern part of the 
territory the divisional education committees were responsible 
for stimulating the growth and spread of education. They also 
gave advice on adult education, domestic science, education 
rating, and fees. In describing the system of primary educa¬ 
tion, McPheeters noted that the schools are generally poorly 
attended because of lack of interest and enthusiasm for 
education, inability to pay school fees, or the parents' 
desire to have their children work at home. With regard to 
secondary education, the author stated that there are only 
three or four secondary schools in the southern Cameroons and 
pupils from the north attend secondary school in Nigeria. 
The Trusteeship Council Report for 1958-1959 pointed out the 
following educational needs: 
more schools in the north; increase in the 
number of girls in school; reduction of 
illiteracy; steady progress toward the goal 
of free primary education; expanded secondary 
education; more technical education; and 
priority to the development of adult education. 
(p. 372) 
In spite of these needs, the Council report acknowledged that 
progress had been made in education in the territory, but, 
McPheeters stated, the advances were all in the southern 
Cameroons. 
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The administration of the British Cameroons was closely 
connected with the Federation of Nigeria. The third part of 
the article reviewed the major phases of development in 
administration in the trust territory. The 1957 Nigerian 
Constitutional Conference established the Southern Cameroons 
as a nearly self-governing region with the Federation of 
Nigeria, while the Northern Cameroons remained part of the 
Northern Region of Nigeria. The office of Prime Minister was 
created; an all-African Council of Ministers, appointed by the 
Prime Minister, was established; and a fully elected and 
enlarged House of Representatives and a Senate were set up. 
The push toward independence for the British Cameroons came 
about 
not so much because of their own progress 
toward the achievement of objectives of the 
International Trusteeship System—although 
progress had been made—but because of the 
imminent attainment of independence by both 
of their much larger neighbors , the Federa¬ 
tion of Nigeria on the one side and the Trust 
Territory of the Cameroons administered by 
the French on the other, (p. 373) 
The next major step in administrative development came 
about in 1958 when the Secretary of State of the United 
Kingdom held discussions with the Southern Cameroons' repre¬ 
sentative concerning further constitutional development. The 
two parties that formed the controlling majority group in the 
House of Assembly stated that "their political objective was 
to attain the status of a region equal in all respects to the 
other regions in an independent Nigeria." On the other hand, 
the opposition party was not interested in becoming part of 
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an independent Nigeria and stated that "their objective for 
both the northern and southern Cameroons was secession from 
the Federation." 
In 1959 the administering authority requested the 
United Nations to send a Visiting Mission to the British 
Cameroons. Some of the findings of the Visiting Mission were 
that the framework of self-government in the southern Cameroons 
was well-advanced, that the territory must not be regarded as 
an entity, but should be considered in terms of its northern 
and southern sections and populations. Following up on the 
findings of the Visiting Mission, a plebiscite was organized 
in November, 1959 in Northern Cameroons to allow voters to 
express their wishes concerning the future of the territory. 
Voters had to decide whether they wanted the territory to 
join Northern Nigeria or whether they wanted to postpone a 
decision on the territory's future until a later time. The 
result of the plebiscite, which was interpreted as a protest 
vote against the system of local administration prevailing in 
the northern Cameroons, caused the General Assembly to decide 
to hold another plebiscite in the northern Cameroons. 
McPheeters concluded that "the immediate goal of the 
people of the British Cameroons is self-determination based 
upon a strong and well-articulated system of local government, 
and continuous economic, educational, and social development" 
(p. 375). It must be kept in mind that this article was 
written in 1960 and the author could not predict the outcome 
of subsequent events. Plebiscites were held in the British 
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Cameroons in 1961. The northern Cameroons voted to remain 
within Northern Nigeria; southern Cameroons voted to join 
the former French Trust Territory of the Cameroun to create 
the Federal Republic of the Cameroun. 
The article did not give an evaluation of the United 
Nations Development Program in the British Cameroons. It is 
interesting to note that when the British accepted the 
original League of Nations Mandate to govern the territory 
they agreed to govern it as "a sacred trust of Civilisation 
until such time as the territory could stand on its own feet 
in the strenuous conditions of the modern world.There 
was no definite time period set for independence as in the 
case of Somalia. McPheeters implied that regardless of 
whether or not the territory was able to stand on its own 
feet, the British were no longer interested in administering 
it. This attitude was revealed by the position taken by the 
United Kingdom in 1958 when, in the light of the imminent 
independence of Nigeria, it was made clear that once they no 
longer administered the Federation of Nigeria, it would not 
be possible to continue administering the Cameroons. 
"Obstacles to Development in French Equatorial Africa" 
was written by Mildred Rendl Marcus.^ The article identified 
and discussed two types of obstacles to development: 
12 Roland Oliver and Anthony Atmore, Africa Since 1800 
(Cambridge, England, 1967), p. 161. 
13Phylon, Vol. XXI, No. 3, pp. 286-290. 
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difficulties in communication and personal relationships 
between Africans and Europeans and among the different tribes; 
and the emphasis of development programs and investment pro¬ 
jects on export. 
According to the article, except in the port cities of 
Pointe Noire, Libreville, Port Gentil and Brazzaville, 
European investment has had very little effect on the low 
standard of living of the Africans. The development of the 
natural resources has been geared toward an export economy. 
The article pointed out that trained labor was not only 
scarce but it would never "exist if all the country's resources 
continue to be exported for processing." Marcus observed 
that the low-cost electric power that would become available 
with the completion of the Kouilou Dam should prove to be 
attractive to foreign investors but she emphasized that the 
investment must benefit the area as well as the investor. 
Concerning the second type of obstacle to development 
in French Equatorial Africa, Marcus referred to the friction 
among the different tribes that come into contact with each 
other in the towns, and she concluded that a"melting pot of 
the African tribes is impossible at this time." Conflicts 
between Africans and Europeans are due to the lack of under¬ 
standing on both sides. The Europeans say the Africans have 
a limited learning capacity, quickly become bored with their 
work, refuse to accept the European way of life and like to 
move frequently. On the other hand, the Africans are super¬ 
stitious, afraid of shouting and cannot understand why the 
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boss works the hardest. Marcus concluded that until "the 
Africans in French Equatorial Africa become accustomed to 
accepting each other and the European and until the European 
can really accept the African, economic progress will be 
uncertain" (p. 289). 
Summary and Conclusions 
Clarke's article on the Old Congo gave a graphic des¬ 
cription of the impact on that area of Christianity and the 
commercial activities of the Europeans. Although some writers 
have been able to discover something good about the coming of 
Europeans to Africa, Clarke is not one of them. The emphasis 
in his article on the high level of civilization achieved by 
kingdoms of the Old Congo before the arrival of the Portuguese 
makes it quite clear that the Europeans can rightly take 
credit for nothing but creating chaos in Central Africa. 
Christopher Fyfe's article on the legacy of colonialism 
partly supports this view. It is apparent that Fyfe's evalua¬ 
tion of the methods and structure of colonial governments was 
unfavorable and that criticism of modern African states 
should be directed at the former colonial powers. 
According to Williams the British parliamentary type 
of democracy is unsuitable for Africa and the prospects for 
its development there are not promising. 
Gilbert Ware's account of Somalia's progress from 
trust territory to nation revealed his positive attitude 
toward the UN and its trusteeship system. 
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Although there has been some dispute about the role 
of trade unions in political affairs in Africa,there is no 
doubt that they are important organizations. Introduction of 
the check-off system in trade unions in Nigeria, as described 
in Edwards' article, was a step toward strengthening the 
unions but at the same time, led to increased government 
control. 
The development program in the British Cameroons, 
according to McPheeters' article, seemed to be somewhat half¬ 
hearted and the achievement of independence by the territory 
came about as a result of the gaining of independence by 
Nigeria and the French Cameroun. 
In discussing obstacles to development in French 
Equatorial Africa, Marcus' article showed how economic 
problems were made more complex by failures in human rela¬ 
tions . 
Weaver's article emphasized the positive aspects of 
Nigerian independence and optimistically predicted Nigeria's 
future role in world affairs. 
As a group the articles on government, independence, 
and development reflect the optimism and positive emphasis 
in regard to Africa that prevailed in the 1960's. However, 
in view of the fact that the 1960's was the decade of indepen¬ 
dence for Africa it is surprising that more articles on 
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CHAPTER II 
IDEOLOGICAL ISSUES: AFRICAN NATIONALISM, 
PAN-AFRICANISM, AFRICAN SOCIALISM 
Although there has been some dispute in the literature 
about whether the term 'nationalist movements' can correctly 
be applied to the efforts to achieve independence and the 
attempts to create a feeling of national unity in African 
states, the term African nationalism is used to identify 
these movements. Though it is based on many complex histori¬ 
cal factors , African nationalism can definitely link its 
beginnings to the influence of missionaries and their mission 
schools. The earliest opposition to colonialism was based on 
the idea of eliminating the Europeans and restoring the status 
quo. The mission-educated Africans posed a different kind of 
opposition: they were interested in using the political and 
religious institutions introduced by Europeans, but they 
intended to either control these institutions by replacing 
the Europeans who were in charge of them, or they intended to 
establish similar institutions of their own.^ Legum has 
described nationalism as "a political force which promotes 
-*-Roland Oliver and Anthony Atmore, Africa Since 1800 
(Cambridge, England, 1967), pp. 157-158. 
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the 'idea' of a nation, and which mobilizes mass support to 
2 
make this idea a reality." 
The articles on African nationalism were "External 
Factors in the Development of African Nationalism, with Parti¬ 
cular Reference to British Central Africa," by George A. 
3 
Shepperson and "The Place of Mojola A. Agbebi in the African 
Nationalist Movements: 1800-1917," by Akinsola A. Akiwowo;2 3 4 
published in 1961 and 1965, respectively. 
Shepperson's article identified and discussed six 
external factors in the development of African nationalism. 
The first factor was the character of the culture of the 
colonial power. The second factor was the person from outside 
the society who enters, identifies himself with the society 
and plays a leading role in the development of its conscious¬ 
ness. Shepperson gives the example of Edward Blyden, a West 
Indian, who laid the theoretical foundations for the concepts 
of the African personality and négritude. 
The third factor was overseas resident in Europe or 
America by African political leaders which strengthens their 
feelings of national consciousness. Related to this was the 
fourth factor: a period of residence by Africans in other 
African states. 
The impact of the two World Wars was the fifth factor, 
2 
Joseph C. Anene and Godfrey Brown, eds. , Africa in the 
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, (London, 1966), p. 535. 
3Phylon, Vol. XXII, No. 3, pp. 207-225. 
4Phylon, Vol. XXVI, No. 2, pp. 122-139. 
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though the article pointed out that World War I had more 
impact on the development of African nationalism than the 
second World War. 
The sixth factor was foreign ideological influences 
such as Indian and Irish nationalist movements, Marxism, and 
the influence of American Negroes. After identifying the 
six factors, the article went on to relate these factors to a 
specific case, the development of nationalism in Nyasaland. 
The six factors affecting the development of African 
nationalism had been recognized before Shepperson identified 
them in his article, so this did not represent a new contribu¬ 
tion. The real value of the article was in illustrating how 
the six external factors contributed to the development of 
nationalism in Nyasaland. 
Akinsola Akiwowo stated that the contributions of 
native Africans to African nationalist movements are not well 
known. His article, "The Place of Mojola Agbebi in the African 
Nationalist Movements: 1800-1917," was intended to help 
correct this situation by presenting information on the life 
and significance of the contributions of Mojola Agbebi. 
Born in Lagos Protectorate, Agbebi was a man of many 
accomplishments: Poet, writer, reformer, preacher, lecturer, 
and patriot. He was also the founder of the first independent 
native African church in West Africa. The article stated that 
Agbebi was "widely recognized and honored by his contemporaries 
—Europeans, Asians and Africans—as being the foremost 
embodiment of the African Personality and whose social conscious¬ 
ness distilled the essence of Négritude" (p. 137). 
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The article also gave details of the content of "The 
West African Problem," a paper read by Agbebi before the 
Universal Races Congress held in England in 1911. Using 
culture and race contacts as the frame of reference, the paper 
revealed Agbebi's social thought. The central thesis of the 
paper was that the race problem must be viewed from both the 
European and the African perspectives. From the European 
perspective, their objectives in assuming the government of 
West Africa must be examined. If the African perspective 
were to be meaningful "the effects of intercultural contacts 
upnn the African, whose mode of life is entirely dissimilar 
to that of the European, if not actually opposed to it, must 
be evaluated" (p. 125). Agbebi undertook that examination 
and evaluation in his paper. 
The names most often associated with early African 
nationalist movements are those of non-native Africans. 
Akiwowo's article brought to light one of the Africans 
prominent in the early movements. The article also brought 
out in its examination of Agbebi's 1911 paper the evidence 
of his social consciousness that earned him a place among the 
pioneers of African nationalism. 
Pan-Africanism is a form of African nationalism and 
has been referred to as "an affirmation of a unity that does 
not exist.From the general concept of the eventual union 
^F. Kazemzadeh, "Pan-Movements," International 
Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, Vol. XI, p. 370. 
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of all African peoples several types of Pan-Africanism, with 
different emphasis on the economic, political, and cultural 
factors, have developed. 
The term 'Pan-Africanism' was first used by H. Sylvester 
Williams, A West Indian, and the early ideas of Pan-Africanism 
came from the United States and the West Indies. During the 
period between 1900 and 1939 DuBois and his American and West 
Indian supporters held the leadership of the Pan-African move¬ 
ment. After that time leadership was gradually assumed by 
George Padmore's West Indian group and by African students in 
London, until Kwame Nkrumah took over leadership of the move¬ 
ment in 1958 when the first Pan-African Congress was held in 
Africa, in Accra.8 9 
The articles on Pan-Africanism were "Pan-Africanism 
and 'Pan-Africanism': Some Historical Notes," by George A. 
Shepperson,7 and "The Pan-African Movement: The Search for 
Q 
Organization and Community," by Charles F. Andrain, both 
published in 1962. "Pan-Africanism and the Dilemmas of 
National Development" by Wilson C. McWilliams and Jonathan 
Wise Polier was published in 1964.® 
George Shepperson's article identified two types of 
8Colin Legum, ed., Africa: A Handbook (New York, 1966). 
p. 422. 
7PhyIon, Vol. XXIII, No. 4, pp. 346-358. 
8Phylon. Vol. XXIII, No. 1, pp. 5-17. 
9 PhyIon, Vol. XXV, No. 1, pp. 44-64. 
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Pan-Africanism and explained the difference between them. 
The clearly recognizable movement which was the basis for the 
five Pan-African Congresses between 1919 and 1945 and the 1958 
All-African People’s Conference in Accra, and that movement 
which is defined in George Padmore's Pan-Africanism or Commu¬ 
nism? was designated as Pan-Africanism with a capital 'P*. 
The All-African movements and trends which have no organic 
relationship with the capital’P' variety Shepperson called 
Pan-Africanism with a small 'p'. 
The small ’p' type of Pan-Africanism has no single 
nucleus such as DuBois provided for the capital 'P* type. In 
this group of movements the cultural element often predominates. 
The article cited négritude as an example of a small 'p' kind 
of Pan-Africanism. 
Shepperson compared Pan-Africanism with Ethiopianism, 
a word that has been used to designate all-African movements 
in South Africa, and pointed out that both terms have been 
seriously misapplied. 
The article went on to list the five factors that 
influenced the development and growth of both types of Pan- 
Africanism. First was the slave trade and Negro slavery. 
The second factor was the Back-to-Africa movements and the 
founding of Sierra Leone and Liberia. Third was the European 
settlement in Africa before and after the scramble. The fourth 
factor was the non-African political influences on Pan- 
Africanism; the growth of nationalism in Europe during the 
nineteenth century, the two World Wars, nationalist develop¬ 
ments in European colonies, (India and Ireland), and the 
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federal idea in the United States. The fifth factor was the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth century organizational 
influences. 
Shepperson also pointed out that all-Africanism must 
be studied in the wide international context, not in the 
narrow context of West Africa, and he considered the West 
Indian factor, the American Negro factor, the South, Central 
and East African influences on Pan-Africanism. 
By identifying the small 'p' type of pan-Africanism 
Shepperson's article has provided a useful approach to the 
understanding of all-African movements. The distinction he 
made is valuable, but the disadvantage is in the awkwardness 
of the terminology he used. The capital 'P' and small 'p' 
Pan-Africanisms can easily be confused with one another. 
"The Pan-African Movement: The Search for Organization 
and Community" by Charles F. Andrain was an analysis of the 
nature and significance of the Pan-African movement. The 
article was divided into three parts. Part I discussed the 
ideas behind the African search for organization and community 
and classified various Pan-African proposals according to 
their primary motives for organization. The primary motive 
for organization of the Conseil d'Entente in West Africa, 
the Union des Republiques d'Afrique Centrale, the Union of 
African States and Malagasy, and Tubman's proposed continental 
Community of Independent African States was economic and 
social progress through pragmatic or functional unions. The 
Mali Federation and the Greater Somalia Movement had as their 
primary motive for organization the desire to establish a 
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sense of cultural unity among relatively homogeneous peoples 
and to restore the cultural heritage of a pre-colonial past. 
The Ghana-Guinea-Mali union was motivated primarily by ideo¬ 
logical considerations. This type of Pan-Africanism was 
committed to realizing the goals of real independence and 
African unity in the future. 
The general idea behind the search for organization 
and community is to effect the eventual unity of all African 
peoples and to induce among them a sense of common involvement 
and community consciousness. Andrain pointed out that the 
problem facing African leaders is to integrate the diverse 
African elements into a transterritorial community. 
In Part II of the article Andrain examined Pan- 
Africanism as both a system of beliefs and as an organizational 
framework. The following were cited as sources of Pan-African 
ideology: the French Revolution, Marxism and the Russian 
Revolution, Wilsonian idealism in international affairs, the 
influence of Ghandi, and the ideas of Marcus Garvey. 
Pan-African ideology consists of community beliefs 
about the nature of society, its history, and the goals of 
that society. Pan-African goals are full independence from 
non-African entanglements, unity in foreign policy, and a 
greater economic cooperation in order to restructure society. 
Pan-Africanists stress the need for effective all- 
African organizations to stimulate closer contacts among 
African nationalist movements, to encourage African states to 
act together in world politics, and to stimulate inter-African 
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economic and social cooperation. The 1960 Second Conference 
of Independent African States in Addis Ababa proposed crea¬ 
tion of a Council for Economic Cooperation, African Development 
and Commercial Banks, and a Council for African Educational, 
Cultural, Scientific and Economic Cooperation. 
Part III of Andrain's article traced the history of 
Pan-African movement through three stages of its development. 
The article stated that during the first stage, 1900-1945, 
the era of acquiescence, the Pan-African movement was led by 
DuBois and its main goal was colonial reform within the exist¬ 
ing colonial structure. During the era of nationalist 
agitation, the second stage, the emphasis in the Pan-African 
movement was on independence for the African territories. The 
third stage is the period of modernization and stabilization 
after independence. During this period the emphasis of the 
leaders is placed on the consolidation of their economic and 
political strength, undertaking economic development projects, 
and the achievement of African freedom outside the control of 
any colonial or neo-colonial system. 
Andrain's article successfully achieved its stated 
purpose which was to analyze the nature and significance of 
the Pan-African movement. He showed how the movement 
exemplifies the contemporary African search for organization 
and community by citing the evidence of the goals of the 
movement and the councils and committees that have been 
formed or proposed. 
Especially valuable as a contribution to understanding 
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Pan-Africanism is Part III of Andrain’s article, which traced 
the evolutionary development of the movement. 
"Pan-Africanism and the Dilemmas of National Develop¬ 
ment" by McWilliams and Polier presented an analysis of the 
effects of national development on Pan-Africanism. The 
authors stated that although there is almost universal commit¬ 
ment to Pan-Africanism among African leaders, the commitment 
is evident only at the verbal level and that Pan-Africanism 
does not actually exist. 
Not only had there been a failure of efforts toward 
African unity in the past but the article gave two basic 
reasons why future prospects for Pan-Africanism are not hateful. 
The first reason is that "African nationalism is still based 
around the purely negative sentiment of anti-imperialism." 
The second reason is that national development in Africa 
depends on cooperation with Europe and the necessary forms of 
cooperation seem to defeat Pan-Africanism. 
Two forms of Pan-Africanism are identified in the 
article: "the functionalists" are represented by the Monrovia 
group and "the political unificationists" are represented by 
the Casablanca group. The article went on to state that these 
two forms of African nationalism are based on the development 
in individual states. 
This article pointed out the negative effects of 
national development on Pan-Africanism. The authors recognize 
that there are justifiable reasons for pursuing Pan-Africanism, 
namely, that the modern African states are artificial colonial 
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creations, and that the search for community and identity by 
African peoples is for the purpose of replacing the older 
roles and reference groups. But even while recognizing these 
factors, the authors implied that the emphasis on Pan-Africanism 
was misplaced and that primary focus should be on national 
development in spite of the inevitable effects on the Pan- 
African movement. 
Although the article takes an implied stand on the side 
of development at the expense of Pan-Africanism, the fact that 
the new states are in a dilemma between legitimacy and effec¬ 
tiveness is acknowledged by the authors. 
African socialism is a much-disputed ideology. Kwame 
Nkrumah and Leopold Senghor share the view that Marxian 
socialism must be interpreted to suit African needs. On the 
other hand, Sekou Toure does not agree that there can be any 
modification of socialist doctrine and, in Toure's view, there 
can be no such thing as "African" socialism. Whatever the 
individual interpretation of socialism, it is generally viewed 
by African leaders as a non-western doctrine and an alternative 
to western capitalism. 
There was one article on African socialism, "A Return 
to Sengher's Theme on African Socialism," by Wilbert LeMelle, 
published in 1965.^® This article examined the background of 
African socialism and the contributions of the former French 
African states to the development of African socialism. 
10 Phylon, Vol. XXVI, No. 4, pp. 330-343. 
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According to LeMelle, in Senghor's view, the signifi¬ 
cance of Marxism for African development is not the economic 
doctrine but the methodology. Senghor's ideal is the fusion 
of Marxist methodology and African humanism; the integration 
of socialism with négritude. 
The article stated that Senghor's view of African 
socialism has bean attacked by African orthodox Marxists who 
completely repudiate any African revision or modification of 
scientific socialism. Senghor has also been attacked by 
those critics who believe that African socialism is based on 
two illusions: first, that there is no class structure in 
Africa; and second, that tribal institutions and relations 
can be adapted to the needs of a complicated, changing advanc¬ 
ing economy. According to LeMelle Senghor has also been 
attacked because he is a head of state and his critics can 
easily see the distance between Senghor's theory and his 
performance and results. 
The article was a defense of Senghor's view of African 
socialism. LeMelle stated that he regarded Senghor's inter¬ 
pretation with "optimism and hope" because it is actually 
another approach to African development and the theory is 
still evolving. LeMelle also observed that some of the 
criticism of Senghor's African socialism is actually a 
criticism of Senghor himself because Senghor often expresses 
his basic ideas in "abstract language and poetic imagery," 
and this type of expression might obscure the fact that the 
ideas are worthwhile. 
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Summary and Conclusions 
The role of non-native Africans in the early African 
nationalist movements is widely known. ARiwowo's article on 
Mojola Agbebi brought to light the activities and philosophy 
of one of the native Africans who played a significant part 
in the early African nationalist movements. 
Shepperson's article on African nationalism identified 
six external factors and showed how they contributed to the 
development of nationalism in Nyasaland. 
The articles on Pan-Africanism identified a variety 
of types of Pan-Africanism. The various types, by whatever 
name they were classified, had as their goal the eventual 
union of all African peoples. The differences in approach 
were based on varying emphasis economic, political, and 
cultural factors. The article by McWilliams and Polier 
emphasized the incompatibility of the Pan-African dream with 
the realities of the requirements of national development. 
LeMelle's article on Senghor's view of African socialism 
pointed out some of the conflicts between African orthodox 
Marxists, who will not permit any revision or modification of 
scientific socialism, and those who support Senghor's view 
that the ideal is the fusion of Marxist methodology with 
African humanism. 
Regardless of the ideological issues treated, each of 
the articles reviewed in this chapter showed the importance 
of external influences on African affairs. 
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CHAPTER III 
SOCIOLOGICAL ISSUES AND OBSERVATIONS 
The articles reviewed in this chapter dealt with the 
response of slaves to conditions in America, tribalism and 
tribal values, urbanization and the status of Coloured people 
in South Africa, and the observations of two travelers to 
West Africa. 
It is a well-known fact that slavery existed in Africa 
long before the Atlantic slave trade began. However, there 
is much disagreement among scholars about the nature of 
African slavery. 
"The Negro Laborer in Africa and the Slave South," by 
Eugene D. Genovese was published in 1960.^ The article was 
an attack on Ulrich B. Phillips' thesis that slavery in 
America was a progressive institution that civilized the 
Negro and disciplined him to agricultural labor. 
Genovese stated that the Negro slaves were poor workers 
with careless and wasteful work habits but he gave ample 
evidence to support his conclusion that this was due to the 
fact that they were slaves and not because they were Negroes. 
Using historical evidence, the article showed that the 
1PhyIon, Vol. XXI, No. 4, pp. 343-350. 
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Negroes had been accustomed to agricultural labor in Africa 
and Genovese compared them to the Indians who died under 
slavery because they were not accustomed to this type of 
labor. 
In answer to Tillinghast's and Phillips' statement that 
slavery was common among Africans, the article discussed the 
difference between African slavery, which was described as 
patriarchal, and American slavery, which was characterized by 
its brutality. Genovese contended that it was the difference 
between the two types of slavery and the different conditions 
under which the slaves lived under these systems that accounted 
for the low productivity of the American slaves. According 
to Genovese 
Once slavery passes from its mild patriarchal 
stage, the laborer is regarded less and less 
as a human being and increasingly as a beast 
of burden, particularly when he is a foreigner 
who can be viewed as biologically inferior. 
(p. 350) 
J. C. Anene provided support for Genovese in stating 
that some slaves in Africa did not have a bad time and that 
they could be absorbed into the life of the family that owned 
them. Anene stated that the slaves "often became so linked 
with the families of their masters that there was hardly any 
difference in the manner of their living and that of their 
masters.On the other hand, Anene indicated that this was 
not always the case: 
o 
J. C. Anene, "Slavery and the Slave Trade," in Africa 
in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries , ed. by Joseph C. 
Anene and Godfrey Brown (London, 1966), p. 94. 
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The manner in which domestic slaves were 
treated varied from society to society. 
Captives of war from other groups could 
be sold, could be sacrificed, and could 
be eaten.^ 
Anene also pointed out that there was a very strong prejudice 
against slaves and though it was theoretically possible for a 
slave to marry a free-born man or woman, prejudice made these 
marriages very rare occurrences. 
In the urban areas of many African countries tribalism 
has remained strong while tribal social controls have lost 
much of their force. In spite of the efforts of some leaders 
to eliminate tribalism, it is the negative aspects, such as 
destructive rivalry, that they are aiming at, and not the 
positive cultural aspects. There were two articles on tribalism 
and tribal values. "The Sociology of Nigerian Tribalism," by 
Akinsola A. Akiwowo was published in 19644 and "Tribal Values 
in Botswana," by Naomi Mitchison was published in 1967.^ 
In order to "discover and discuss some of the essential 
traits of tribalism," Akiwowo presented and explained three 
propositions : 
Tribalism may be viewed...as a set of patterned 
responses to the sources, concomitants and 
consequences of specific changes in the new 
African nations, (p. 156) 
Tribalism is a form of political ideology. 
(p. 158). 
3Ibid. 
4Phylon, Vol. XXV, No. 2, pp. 155-163. 
5Phylon, Vol. XXVIII, No. 3, pp. 261-266. 
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[Tribalism] is a form of structural fragmen¬ 
tation which, once it begins in the political 
realm, tends to occur in other realms of the 
forming national life, unless a conscious 
effort is made to curb its proliferation into 
other spheres of life, (p. 159) 
The article showed that tribalism is not the same as 
ethnocentrism, that it is more than an attitude of cultural 
superiority shared by members of one group toward members of 
another tribal group. Akiwowo pointed out that tribalism 
takes various forms in different places in and outside Africa. 
The article explained the processes of tribalism, 
identified the factors responsible for its growth and develop¬ 
ment and then, optimistically, expressed the hope that Nigerians 
would realize the "absurdities" and "high costs of tribalism" 
and would 
seek a better solution to it by the creation 
of institutions which facilitate the circula¬ 
tion of incumbents to class, status and power, 
regardless of religious, clan and dialect 
affiliations, (p. 163). 
Naomi Mitchison is a full member of the Bakgatla tribe, 
one of the eight main tribes of Botswana. Her article, 
"Tribal Values in Botswana," described tribal structure and 
tribal values. Although the article related specifically to 
the Bakgatla, the author stated that the information also 
applied to the other tribes. 
The eight Botswana tribes are unique as compared to 
many other groups of tribes in African states. According to 
Mitchison, "the eight tribes speak the same language, have 
much the same habits, and live together as amicably as, say, 
the states of the United States of America" (p. 261). 
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The article discussed in great detail the significance 
of the maphate, or regiments, in the political and social life 
of the tribe. The regiment was considered, by the author, as 
a symbol of the values of the tribe and by tracing the fate 
of the regiments the effects of European influence on tribal 
values was clearly brought out in the article. 
In the conclusion of the article Mitchison lamented 
the decline of the regiments and all that these events symbo¬ 
lized. She stated that Botswana "must be allowed to become a 
nation through our own organizations and cultural structures 
of which the main one is the tribe" (p. 266). The author 
also expressed strong disapproval of the actions of Sir Seretse 
Khama and his friends and advisers. Khama was described as 
"the de^ facto Chief of the Bamangwate, most powerful and richest 
of the eight tribes." Specifically, Mitchison objected to 
Khama's enforcing "an attempted unity" on the other seven 
tribes in Botswana. 
At the beginning of the article Mitchison stated that, 
The Botswana tribes are entirely prepared to 
build a nation, but not to be ironed out as 
entities. We fear that this may happen. 
(p. 261). 
It is not until the end of the article that the meaning of 
this statement becomes clear. By the time the conclusion is 
reached the redder suspects that the statement referring to 
the tribe as one of the main structures and organizations sums 
up the author's attitude toward the tribe and Sir Seretse 
Khama. 
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The two articles on South Africa, "Some Problems of 
Urbanization in South Africa," published in 1964,^ and "The 
Coloured People of South Africa," published in 1967,^ were 
both written by Len Bloom. 
In the article on urbanization, Bloom discussed the 
forces that would accelerate the rate of urbanization and 
increase the problems involved in South African urbanization. 
Bloom began the article by pointing out that South Africa was 
the most urbanized and industrialized of the African countries 
and that it has experienced "the most consistent governmental 
control of its development." 
Bloom predicted that four forces would accelerate the 
rate of urbanization in South Africa in the future: One, the 
political, social and economic integration of South Africa 
into the African continent. Two, the increase of wages and 
the greater number of Africans becoming workers for wages will 
lead to the growth of the internal consumer market. Three, 
the decay, overpopulation and governmental neglect of the 
African rural areas. Bloom observed that so far, 
No government has ever dared the electoral 
risk of raising the necessary loans or taxes 
from the white electorate to pay for the con¬ 
siderable improvement schemes that are needed 
if the African population is to be coaxed 
back to the countryside, (p. 348) 
Four, the weakening of rural conservatism and tribalism, 
demanded by "the politics of the Africans' struggle for freedom 
6Phylon, Vol XXV, No. 4, pp. 347-361. 
7Phylon, Vol. XXVIII, No. 2, pp. 139-150. 
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and equality." 
The problems of urbanization in South Africa center 
around the attitudes, policies and emphases of the government, 
which have created a wide gap between what Bloom described as 
"industrial commitment and urban orientation." The long¬ 
standing government policy of regarding Africans in urban 
areas as migrant workers whose roots are really in the country 
and the official emphasis on maintaining the rural orientation 
of the African have contributed greatly to problems of urbani¬ 
zation. African workers are subject to many urban influences 
but are not allowed full participation in urban society. 
The government has also encouraged the development of 
Border Industries, which are located on the borders of African 
rural areas and can utilize the reserves of unskilled workers 
who are paid low wages. Through these industries basic 
industrial skills and attitudes are spread but not urban 
values. These conditions create the phenomenon of people who 
are industrialized but not urbanized. 
Again referring to the degree of governmental control 
of urbanization, Bloom listed the legal barriers that "inhibit 
urbanization-industrialization of Africans": 
Job reservations and anti-trades union 
legislation; "influx and efflux" control 
of the movement of workers in search of 
jobs; the system of Bantu Education, (p. 352) 
Bloom concluded that "in urbanization, Africans have 
had to fight on two fronts: against economic discrimination 
and against the institutionalized insult of political-legal 
persecution" (p. 361). 
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The Coloureds of South Africa are a marginal group by 
virtue of their economic, political and social position. 
Bloom's article, "The Coloured People of South Africa," stated 
that the problem of the Coloureds had been obscured by the 
dramatic confrontation between Africans and Whites in South 
Africa. 
The first part of Bloom's article presented background 
information on the historical development of race attitudes in 
South Africa and the second part dealt with Coloured-White 
relationships since 1948. 
The new South African government which took office in 
1948 defined by law the position of the Coloured people which 
formerly had been ambiguous. It was decided that apartheid 
would apply to the Coloureds and that there would be no "inte¬ 
gration or intermingling of the political structure for the 
Coloured and the White man, neither in the municipal sphere 
nor in any higher sphere" (p. 142). The status of the 
Coloured people was further clarified when Prime Minister 
Verwoerd defined the role of the government's Department of 
Coloured Affairs. Verwoerd viewed Coloured and White as 
separate racial groups whose separation in all spheres of life 
must be maintained. One function of the Department of Coloured 
Affairs was "to protect the Coloureds against infiltration 
and competition by other racial groups" and to ensure "that 
White and Coloured develop side by side, each retaining his 
own identity. " 
The attempt to maintain the separation between Coloured 
and White is complicated by the fact that often one cannot be 
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distinguished from the other by observation. Bloom noted that 
although they share essentially the same culture as the Whites 
the Coloureds are socially rejected by them and, due to growing 
political awareness, it is impossible for them not to recognize 
that they are part African. The article concluded with the 
observation that "The realization by the Coloured people that 
they must make common cause with Africa can be their psycho¬ 
logical as well as their political salvation" (p. 150). 
It has become fashionable to refer to Africa as a land 
of contrasts where the old and the new exist side by side. 
To the eyes of the American visitor to Africa the "old" often 
presents some strange and noteworthy sights. Two articles, 
by Edward A. Jones and John Henrik Clarke, both published in 
1962, presented observations made by the authors during their 
travels in West Africa. 
Jones' article, "The Faces of Africa: Vignettes Show- 
O 
ing the Contrasts in the Old and the New Africa," in present¬ 
ing vignettes of Togo, effectively captured and conveyed to 
the reader the contrasts between western and African, modern 
and traditional, that can be seen in nearly every aspect of 
life in Africa. Some of Jones' vignettes dealt with work 
methods, revealing the division of labor by sex and age; 
Q 
styles of dress, revealing certain values: Rente is worn 
8Phylon, Vol. XXIII, No. 4, pp. 267-270. 
a 
Rente is a very expensive cloth hand-woven in tradi¬ 
tional symbolic designs. It is worn in a style resembling 
the Roman toga. 
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to church on Sundays; contrasts between city and village 
structures, atmosphere, and people. 
The article concluded with an expression of the author's 
hope that the best elements of both the tribal past and the 
enlightenment of the West would be combined and preserved in 
the future. 
"Third Class on the Blue Train to Kumasi," by John 
Henrik Clarke-*-® described the author's trip by train from 
Ghana's capital, Accra, to Kumasi, its second largest city. 
The article recorded some of the historical information on 
the Akan that was provided by the author's Ghanaian travelling 
companion and also presented some of Clarke's personal obser¬ 
vations made during the trip. Clarke found noteworthy some 
of the same things that Jones had observed in Togo: the 
activities of the market women and petty traders , the tradi¬ 
tional huts and modern houses, the food and food-sellers, 
the handling and feeding of babies and older children, the 
ordinary activities of the people. 
The articles were informative and can be considered 
important contributions because they presented such excellent 
descriptions of everyday life in Ghana and Togo. 
"Togo, West Africa--An Appraisal by an Afro-American," 
by Edward A. Jones, was published in 1961.^ The article 
presented an excellent description of Togo, although the 
10PhyIon, Vol. XXIII, No. 3, pp. 294-301. 
X1PhyIon, Vol. XXII, No. 3, pp. 234-240. 
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author's assertion that Togo is "a good model for the study 
of the whole of West Africa" is an exaggeration. 
The first part of the article summarized the colonial 
past of the Republic of Togo, and touched on the reasons for 
the difference in attitudes toward the French and the Germans 
on the part of the Togolese. 
In describing the economy of the country, Jones noted 
that Togo had virtually no industry and the economy was pri¬ 
marily agricultural. The discovery of rich phosphate deposits 
in the southeastern part of the tiny country and the plans 
for converting waterfalls in the west and north into hydro¬ 
electric power stations seemed to offer good prospects for the 
future of the economy. (However, even by 1972 the power 
stations had not been established and Togo depended on Ghana 
to supply it with electricity from Akosombo.) The article 
also mentioned that Togo's farmland was exhausted and that 
"African farmers must be taught modern agricultural methods 
if they are to enter the modern world and enjoy the fruits 
thereof as our farmers do" (p. 238). 
In the areas of health and education, Jones pointed 
out the need for more doctors, hospitals and clinics; greater 
knowledge about diet and nutrition; more funds for education 
to increase school enrollment, build more schools and expand 
educational programs. 
The article concluded with praise for the heads of 
the seventeen administrative divisions of Togo, the chefs de 
circonscription and an appeal for the "cooperation and support 
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of the developed nations of the world" to help Togo achieve 
economic stability and political maturity. 
Summary and Conclusions 
The work habits and low productivity of Negro slaves 
in America have been criticized and this charge has also 
been used as a justification for the institution of slavery. 
Genovese's article presented evidence for the argument that 
the quality of their work was a response to the conditions 
of slavery rather than a reflection of the fact that they 
were Negroes. 
The two articles on tribalism and tribal values do 
not share the same point of view. Akiwowo's analysis of 
tribalism pointed to its negative aspects and expressed the 
hope that an alternative to tribalism would be sought, while 
Mithcison expressed the attitude that the tribe and its 
traditional values should be maintained. 
Bloom's first article, on South African urbanization, 
emphasized the wide gap between industrial commitment and 
urban orientation that has been created by government attitudes 
and policies. The Coloured people in South Africa are a 
marginal group. Bloom's second article indicated his feeling 
that the Coloureds should be moving toward identification 
with the African segment of the population for the sake of 
their psychological and political salvation. 
The observations of Jones and Clarke, based on their 
travels in West Africa, emphasized the contrasts between the 
old and the new that are so evident in Africa. 
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The discussions of behavior, values, and institutions 
in the eight articles reviewed in this chapter reflect issues 
that concerned people in Africa and America during the 1960's 
and still concern them during the 1970's. The controversy 
over tribalism and tribal values has not been resolved, nor 
has it decreased in importance. As a group, the Coloureds, 
especially those who look like Europeans, are still ambivalent^ 
about their identity and problems of urbanization and moderni¬ 
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Education did not come to Africa with the arrival of 
the Europeans. Those institutions that are sometimes called 
initiation schools by anthropologists and others were one 
means of providing formal education in traditional African 
societies. In modern times, education in Africa actually 
means western education. 
If there is one statement with which most people would 
agree, it is that the greatest contribution of missionaries 
to Africa was education. Although it has been described as 
"a major creative disturbance in Africa," education is, 
nevertheless, a very important factor. According to Middle- 
ton, "education provides one of the most important channels 
of transition from the traditional to the modern sectors in 
African societies."^ 
The independent African countries are not only inter¬ 
ested in providing sufficient educational facilities at all 
levels from primary to university, but also they have a great 
concern for the quality and content of what is taught, and 
■'■John Middleton, ed. Black Africa: Its Peoples and 
Their Cultures Today (London, 1970), p. 356. 
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for the relationship of the education to the goals of nation¬ 
building, economic and social advancement, and the expression 
of nationalism through preservation of their cultural 
heritages. 
There were four articles concerned with education in 
and about Africa. The first article reviewed here was concerned 
with Africa as a teaching challenge for American, especially 
Negro, institutions of higher learning. The other three 
articles dealt with aspects of education within Africa related 
to linguistics, art and literature. 
"Africa: New Frontier for Teaching in Negro Institutions 
of Higher Learning," by Leedell W. Neyland was published in 
o 
1961. The article discussed the need for increased awareness 
of the importance of Africa in the United States, greater 
knowledge of Africa on the part of Americans, especially 
Negroes, and it made recommendations on how the Negro colleges 
and universities could work toward achieving these goals by 
broadening and improving their curricula and by recognizing 
the significance of their role in training Negro youth. 
In the first part of the article Neyland repeatedly 
emphasized the importance of winning Africa over to the side 
of the free nations and discussed how America could help Africa 
to gain a higher degree of political stability, 
to build sounder educational and economic 
foundations, and to adopt gradually new cultural 
innovations which, in the long run, would 
encourage a positive identification with America 
and the "free nations" bloc of the world, (p. 167) 
2Phylon, Vol. XXII, No. 2, pp. 167-172. 
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In this undertaking the special responsibilities of the 
institutions of higher learning 
include creating among the diploma elite an 
increasing awareness of the general importance 
of Africa in world affairs, diffusing a broad 
general knowledge of its geography and natural 
resources, developing an understanding of its 
heterogeneous population and attendant cul¬ 
tural diversities, and encouraging methods of 
gaining and maintaining the allegiance of new 
African nations in our struggle against inter¬ 
national communistic tendencies. (p. 168) 
In addition to winning the confidence and support of 
Africa, Neyland pointed out the economic importance of Africa 
to America but he also observed that African leaders wanted 
their resources exploited primarily for the benefit of their 
own countries. America, stated Neyland, "must stand ready and 
equipped" to help the African leaders realize their ambitions 
as part of the effort to "keep this rich and populous region 
in the camp of the democracies and on the side of the free 
world" (p. 169). 
The second part of the article specifically dealt with 
Negro institutions of higher learning and their role in 
bringing about a better relationship between Africa and America. 
Many African students have studied at American colleges and 
universities and many other Africans have lived and travelled 
in America. These people have had some acculturation to 
America and some exposure to American Negroes. The Africans' 
affinity "with the American Negro, which has grown out of a 
common ancestry and common experiences of exploitation and 
oppression by whites, could be used as a springboard to cement 
better Afro-American relationships" (p. 170). Further, Neyland 
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stated that some of the African nations have called for the 
assistance of trained Negroes to "come over and help" but not 
enough people had responded to the call. Neyland places the 
blame for this inadequate response on the Negro institutions 
of higher learning. He stated that "Negro colleges are doing 
little or nothing to encourage among their students a conscious¬ 
ness of the vast continent from which their ancestors came" 
(pp.170-171). 
The article gave specific recommendations for Negro 
colleges which included broadening existing curricula, offer¬ 
ing a special course in the geography of Africa, providing 
counseling services to students that would inform them of 
opportunities in Africa in their special fields, providing 
enriching experiences to increase the general knowledge of 
Africa and hiring additional faculty or training existing 
staff when necessary. 
Neyland concluded with the warning that white colleges 
and universities should not misinterpret his focus to mean 
that they should relax their efforts to prepare students to 
meet the challenges of Africa, but it was emphasized that 
especially for Negro institutions of higher learning, Africa 
presents a new frontier and a new focus for teaching. 
Robert G. Armstrong's article, "The Role of Linguistics 
in African Studies," originally presented at the 1962 First 
International Congress of Africanists in Accra, was published 
3 
in 1964. Armstrong warned his audience that it was a mistake 
3PhyIon, Vol. XXV, No. 2, pp. 135-145. 
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not to recognize the linguistic diversity of Africa as a form 
of scholarly wealth. 
The hundreds of languages which are spoken in 
Africa are an unparalleled laboratory for the 
study of language itself, and this is one of 
the great attractions of African Linguistics. 
The languages of Africa are like a set of 
coded documents for the study of African 
history and pre-history. (pp. 136-137) 
The study of comparative and historical linguistics can 
lead to the establishment of "a really serious critique of the 
so-called oral, i.e., traditional, sources of history" because 
it can supply "data on events of immensely greater antiquity 
than any folk tradition can" (pp. 137-138). 
Armstrong pointed out an additional asset of the data 
of comparative linguistics: they are, for the most part, 
"immune to political manipulation" in contrast to the oral 
traditions and myths which are easily, and frequently adjusted 
to suit the purposes of particular social or political groups. 
The articles presented many other reasons for studying 
the languages of Africa, among them was the assertion that 
"the study of the languages of Africa is one of the best means 
of assessing directly the quality of African thought...it 
helps us to learn to know people as people and it breaks down 
much of the strangeness of customs that may be new to us" 
(P. 139). 
Armstrong stated that underestimating the importance 
and difficulty of the study of other peoples' languages is a 
form of racial and cultural prejudice. One aspect of this 
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type of prejudice is the belief that African languages are 
dying out. The author completely rejected this notion and 
stated that he knew of no evidence to support the idea. 
Another aspect of this type of culture prejudice is the belief 
that African languages are 'simple' and 'primitive' and, there¬ 
fore, are easy to learn, or 'pick up'. This notion was also 
refuted by the author. 
Armstrong also made some specific recommendations con¬ 
cerning education in Africa. He stated that one of the world 
languages, English, French, Russian, German, should be taught 
in the African school beginning with the pupil's first school 
year. And, in addition, the vernacular languages should be 
studied "to humanize African schools and to make their more 
abstract lessons understandable and believable to the children" 
(p. 143). 
It was also recommended that America, along with 
European and Asian countries, undertake long-term research 
programs in African linguistics and on the literary development 
of African languages. It was emphasized throughout the article 
that African studies are "investigations into the whole nature 
of man," "essays in communication," and that linguistics 
"stands in the middle of African studies." 
Armstrong concluded that outside scholars had to start 
the work of linguistic research in Africa and the work would 
be carried on by African scholars, "for Africa will never be 
truly well studied until the Africans do it" (p. 144). 
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"Sombre Green Challenge: Notes on Art and Education in 
Modem Africa," by Herbert L. Shore, was published in 1965.^ 
Shore envisioned the secondary schools and universities of 
Africa in a vital and dynamic role of leadership in the impor¬ 
tant work of strengthening African culture, devising means of 
developing awareness and appreciation of the African cultural 
heritage among Africans as well as people from other parts of 
the world. Shore stated that 
Art and culture are part of that search for 
the characteristics and developments which 
will distinguish Africans from others, por¬ 
tray Africans to others, and at the same 
time, link Africans to and articulate them 
with mankind as a whole, (p. 380) 
The impact of colonial rule on Africa and the colonial 
educational system have resulted in disparagment of the African 
cultural heritage. But, Shore contended, it is not necessary, 
or desirable, to completely reject the 'old' and totally 
embrace the 'new' and he gave several examples of new cultural 
unities which were forged from traditional African and modern 
western elements. 
The arts offer dramatic illustrations of the 
manner in which past and present, and Africa, 
Europe, America, Asia, and the Arab world are 
being fused and molded into new forms of 
expression and new aesthetic means of communi¬ 
cation. (p. 383) 
The article pointed out that in the African cultural 
tradition art is functional and the artist is "dedicated more 
to the process of creation than he is to the possession of the 
4Phylon, Vol. XXVI, No. 4, pp. 380-390. 
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final art object" (p. 385). 
Shore recommended that the university encourage not only 
the study of oral and written vernacular literature but also 
the creation of that literature. Returning to the issue of 
traditional and modern, the author stated that "traditional 
literature can suggest new structures, new techniques, and new 
styles to the writer of the modern world" (p. 388). 
Though the article was mainly concerned with the arts, 
Shore also indicated the need for institutes of linguistic 
research at African universities. These institutes would con¬ 
tribute to the development of vernacular languages to the point 
where they could be used to express "highly specialized ideas 
of modern techniques." 
The author seemed to be concerned that African univer¬ 
sities be made aware of the broad extent of their responsibility 
in helping to bring about an African cultural renaissance. 
The article concluded that these institutions "will help not 
only to create the artists of tomorrow’s Africa, but the 
audience for those artists as well" (p. 390). 
"An Approach to the Novel in West Africa," by Paul 
Edwards and David R. Carroll was published in 1962.^ The 
article described a problem familiar to teachers in English- 
speaking West Africa, that reading for pleasure is a rarity, 
and it offered some solutions to the problem. 
5PhyIon, Vol. XXIII, No. 4, pp. 319-331. 
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There are several factors responsible for the situation. 
Very often there is the attitude of the parents who feel that 
the time spent in reading stories should be spent on 'serious 
study.' Much of the reading that is actually done is for the 
purpose of preparing for examinations. Little value is placed 
on acquiring general knowledge not immediately applicable to 
an examination syllabus or on broadening personal experience 
through reading. 
The usual home environment of the pupil with demanding 
domestic chores, poor study conditions, and lack of examples 
by adults provides no stimulation or motivation for reading. 
Another factor in the reading situation is that the books that 
are usually available to the student are often "remote from 
his experience and irrelevant to his needs." 
The authors, while not advocating that West African 
readers be restricted to reading only African writers, strongly 
recommended an approach to creating the habit of reading for 
pleasure through exposure to the works of African writers. 
Books by African writers, the authors pointed out, have the 
advantage of familiar settings and subjects. 
Edwards and Carroll emphasized that the use of indigenous 
works would necessarily be "an interim stage because there is 
no extensive or established West African literature on which 
the student can profitably spend a great deal of time" (p. 321). 
The authors hoped that 
From the recognizable boundaries of these 
West African writings [the student could] 
move outwards, with constant contrast and 
comparison to other African writers like 
the South Africans Peter Abrahams and 
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Ezekiel Mphahlele, and to other Commonwealth 
writers outside Africa, like the West Indian 
Alston Anderson and the Indian Naryan who 
write about themes and a society readily 
recognizable by West Africans. Then finally 
...on to the African novels of Conrad, Joyce 
Cary, Graham Greene, and Doris Lessing...In 
this way, the West African reader will be 
introduced to the extensive worlds of English 
and other literature in a vital and partici¬ 
pative manner. (pp. 330-331) 
Following this program, the reader would then be prepared to 
branch out into the wider fields of English and American 
literature. 
It was emphasized that only good writing could stimu¬ 
late interest and pleasure in reading and that although 
African authors were recommended, their writing had to meet 
a high standard; "bad African writing" would not be acceptable. 
To illustrate the difference between 'good' and ’bad' 
writing the article presented a discussion of two West African 
novelists, Chinua Achebe and Cyprian Ekwensi. Although some 
shortcomings in Achebe's books were noted, the authors con¬ 
cluded that both No Longer at Ease and Things Fall Apart were 
"clearly suitable" while Ekwensi's novels, People of the City 
and Jagua Nana, since they contained numerous weaknesses and 
none of Achebe's compensations, were clearly unsuitable for 
the task of providing a stimulus to the enjoyment of reading. 
Some of the other works the authors recommended for students 
were William Conton's The African, Wellesley Cole's Kossoh 
Town Boy, and translations of French West African works such 
as Camara Laye's The African Child and the novels of Mongo 
Beti. 
69 
The authors lamented the fact that some of the earlier 
works by West Africans, such as the autobiography of Olaudah 
Equiano, had not been reprinted. It must be remembered that 
this article appeared in 1962 and, fortunately, more African 
writing in English is now available. For example, Equiano's 
autobiography has been included in the African Writers Series. 
Although most titles in the African Writers Series are readily 
available in West Africa, the reading situation described by 
the authors in 1962 has not changed much, in spite of efforts 
being made by West African schools. 
The approach to the novel recommended by Edwards and 
Carroll is a valuable one for helping West African students 
"realize that through literature comes self-knowledge and an 
understanding of his own and other societies" (p. 331). 
Summary and Conclusions 
Neyland strongly urged that the importance of Africa be 
recognized by America. Colleges and universities, especially 
Negro institutions, had a special responsibility to train 
people who would be qualified to answer the call from Africa 
for help. The importance of winning the confidence and support 
of Africa was emphasized. 
The importance of linguistic research in Africa was 
pointed out by Armstrong. The study of the languages of Africa 
provides the opportunity for obtaining data that can be applied 
to many fields and that could not be acquired in any other way. 
Secondary schools and universities, according to Shore, 
also have an important role in strengthening African culture 
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and devising means of developing awareness and appreciation 
of the African cultural heritage. Their responsibilities 
include helping to bring about an African cultural renaissance. 
Edwards and Carroll approached the problem of creating 
the habit of reading for pleasure in West Africa through a 
program of systematic exposure, first to West African writers 
and then to other writers who treat familiar themes in 
recognizable settings. The aim of this approach was to help 
students realize that reading is done not just to prepare for 
examinations and that through literature comes self-knowledge 
and an understanding of their own and other societies. 
These articles emphasized the important role of African 
and American educational institutions in bringing about changes 
of attitudes and valuse, in creating awareness of opportuni¬ 
ties for research, and in providing leadership in the develop¬ 




Black Evangelist and 
Pan-Negro Nationalist Kathleen O'Mara Wahle. . . . 1968 
America in the Niger 
Valley: A Colonization 
Centenary A. H. M. Kirk-Greene 1962 
Alfred Charles Sam and an William E. Bittle 
African Return: A Case and 
Study in Negro Despair Gilbert L. Geis 1962 
Mbari—The Missing Link Gene Ulansky 1965 
Five Writers and Their 




The fact of African ancestry of American Negroes has 
served to "establish a demographic bond between the United 
States and Africa." The history of Black people in America 
shows movement back and forth between identification with 
Africa and efforts toward assimilation. Even as early as the 
late eighteenth century, but especially during the nineteenth 
century, there were various Back-to-Africa movements and 
colonization schemes. DuBois, Blyden, Garvey are men whose 
names are outstanding in the record of fostering relationships 
between Africans and Afro-Americans. 
The five articles reviewed in this chapter dealt with 
various types and aspects of African/Afro-American relation¬ 
ships. The first article gave an account of Alexander Crummell, 
a pioneer of Pan-African thought. The second article related 
the history of a colonization scheme intended to get American 
Negroes to settle in the Niger Valley. The third article was 
a case study of another colonization scheme, invented by an 
African, which failed. The last two articles dealt with 
modern African/Afro-American relations and provided insight 
into the role of the arts in establishing communication between 




"Alexander Crummell: Black Evangelist and Pan-Negro 
Nationalist," by Kathleen O'Mara Wahle, was published in 
1968.1 Crummell was an advocate of emigration of Negroes to 
Africa, particularly Liberia. Crummell was not successful in 
encouraging large numbers of Negroes to emigrate to Liberia 
and eventually he became disappointed in his great hopes of 
regeneration for Liberia. Wahle said that Crummell’s signi¬ 
ficance lies in his "fervent belief in the great past and 
great potential of his race," and the fact that "his idea of 
an international racial identity and his concern for the 
welfare of his race throughout the world made him a pioneer 
of later twentieth century Pan-African thought" (p. 395). 
In 1853 Alexander Crummell went to Liberia as a 
missionary. He was so impressed with Liberia as an indepen¬ 
dent African state that he became a Liberian citizen. During 
the twenty years, 1853-1873, that Crummell spent in Liberia 
he devoted himself to reforming Liberian society, encouraging 
emigration to Liberia and bringing about the Christianization 
of the indigenous peoples. 
In Crummell's view, "the fit agents of the regeneration 
of Africa were New World Negroes" and it was their duty to 
perform the initial civilizing and christianizing work, while 
the "permanent work of regeneration was to be completed by 
indigenous agencies" (p. 392). 
1Phylon, Vol. XXIX, No. 4, pp. 388-395. 
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Although Crummell did not oppose proponents of other 
emigration plans, he was definitely not in favor of coloniza¬ 
tion other than to Liberia. According to Wahle, colonists 
were urged not to scatter along the coast of West Africa but 
to "concentrate their power and influence in Liberia where 
they would find a government, customs and a language with 
which they were familiar" (p. 392). 
Crummell's intense pride in his ancestry and concern 
for the regeneration of Africa led him to express strong 
criticism of both American Negroes and his fellow Liberians. 
American Negroes were criticized for the decline of interest 
in colonization following Emancipation and during Reconstruc¬ 
tion, and for the loss of race consciousness. In an 1870 
speech Crummell criticized his fellow Americo-Liberians for 
"their neglect of the indigenous African population." The 
failure to perform their duty.of training the Africans, 
Crummell stated, "was due to a false sense of superiority and 
prejudice against the indigenous peoples" (p. 393). 
As time passed, Crummell experienced increasing 
disappointment and frustration in achieving his goals of 
development in Liberia. Although Crummell had always been 
critical of imperialism, in 1870 he had reached the point of 
seriously proposing that Liberia become a United States 
protectorate "for specific ends pertaining to African regen¬ 
eration." Wahle attributed Crummell's change of attitude to 
his loss of faith in the certainty of educated Negroes emigrat¬ 
ing to Liberia and his distrust of the caste-conscious 
Americo-Liberians" (p. 393). 
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Alexander Crummell's primary goal of African regenera¬ 
tion through large-scale emigration did not succeed but Wahle 
emphasized that Crummell "remained consistent in his vigorous 
espousal of race pride, race solidarity, spiritual elevation, 
and economic development for his race" (p. 395). 
"America in the Niger Valley: A Colonization Centenary," 
2 
by A. H. M.Kirk-Greene, was published in 1962. The purpose of 
the article was to acquaint Africanists with the history of the 
Niger Valley Exploring Party and its expedition into Nigeria. 
The expedition and colonization scheme, stated Kirk-Greene, 
have not received the recognition they deserve "either in the 
history of Nigeria or in the annals of Negro colonization." 
The central figure in this historic episode was Martin 
Robison Delany, born in West Virginia In 1812, the son of 
freed slaves. Delany had a successful career as a physician 
and journalist and early in his life he expressed a desire to 
visit Africa. Delany emigrated to Canada in 1852 where he 
became associated with a group of Negro intellectuals who were 
interested in Negro colonization. His associates were inter¬ 
ested in emigration to Central America and Haiti; it was only 
Delany who was interested in Africa. 
In 1854 Delany attended an emigration convention whose 
purpose was to study possibilities for emigration out of the 
United States but within the Western hemisphere. At this 
convention Delany read a paper on the advantages of emigration. 
2Phylon, Vol. XXIII, No. 3, pp. 225-239. 
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Though this paper inclined toward emigration to Africa, it was 
finally adopted by the convention as its "Report on the 
Political Destiny of the Coloured Race on the American Conti¬ 
nent," in spite of the convention's specific statement which 
excluded the consideration of Africa as a destination for 
Ne groes. 
By the time the third convention was held in 1858, 
Delany was elected "a commissioner to explore in Africa." The 
Niger Valley was chosen by Delany because it was "the homeland 
of so many of the American Negroes." From that point on the 
story became one of double-dealing, conflicts over policy and 
personnel, and many other obstacles and setbacks but finally 
Delany and his assistant, Robert Campbell, reached their 
destination and succeeded in concluding a treaty with the 
Alake of Abeokuta on December 27, 1859. The treaty provided 
for "the African race in America, the right and privilege of 
settling in common with the Egba people, on any part of the 
territory belonging to Abeokuta not otherwise occupied." It 
was also stipulated in the treaty that "the settlers shall 
bring with them, as an equivalent for the privileges above 
accorded, Intelligence, Education, a Knowledge of the Arts 
and Sciences, Agriculture, and other Mechanical and Industrial 
Occupations, which they shall put into immediate operation, 
by improving the lands, and other useful vocations" (p. 235). 
After signing the treaty in Abeokuta, Delany and 
Campbell sailed to England where, through their efforts, 
giving talks and making appearances at various meetings of 
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influential people, enough support for their cause of African 
regeneration was organized to result in the formation of the 
African Aid Society in England. 
The aims of the African Aid Society were...to 
quote from its articles, "to develop the 
material resources of Africa, Madagascar and 
the adjacent Islands; and to promote the 
Christian civilization of the African races" 
as a means to accomplish the annihilation of 
slavery. One of the ways to achieve this 
purpose was "to assist, by loans and other¬ 
wise, Africans willing to emigrate from 
Canada and other parts to our West Indian 
colonies, Liberia, Natal and Africa generally." 
(p. 237) 
Delany's report on the Niger Valley Expedition was 
published in 1861 and it is this date that was the basis for 
Kirk-Greene's sub-title, TA Colonization Centenary’. Despite 
the signing of the treaty, the support and influence of the 
African Aid Society, and the favorable reports in the English 
and Scottish press, nothing ever resulted from Delany's 
reconnoitering mission because of the outbreak of the Civil 
War and the activities of "the Anglican missionaries in 
Abeokuta, who were very anxious to retain their enclave there" 
(p. 236). 
The Niger Valley Expedition and colonization scheme 
are now obscure events but Kirk-Greene emphasized their 
historical significance and pointed out that Delany's scheme 
was a "unique concept". In contrast to the motives for the 
founding of Sierra Leone and Liberia, "the compulsory rehabili¬ 
tation of ex-slaves and in particular of those who had been 
rescued en route to the New World," Delany's colonization 
scheme was "an unconscious forerunner of Garvey's 'Back to 
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Africa' movement...based on the motives of voluntary repatria¬ 
tion to and recolonization of Africa by American Negroes" 
(pp. 225-226). 
The article by William E. Bittle and Gilbert L. Geis 
O 
was published in 1962. "Alfred Charles Sam and an African 
Return: A Case Study in Negro Despair," gave a full account 
of a scheme for an African return that was "Negro conceived 
and Negro implemented throughout." That Sam's scheme was 
ultimately a failure was not surprising to its opponents "the 
more solid element of the local Negro population" who were 
shocked by the "obvious shallowness of the scheme," and various 
public officials, both British and American. 
The authors' interest in this back to Africa movement 
was in the social conditions, motives, rationales and other 
factors operating at the time to cause the Negroes to support 
Sam's scheme for an African return. 
The story of Alfred Charles Sam's efforts to effect an 
African return is mainly the story of the disillusionment and 
frustration of a group of Oklahoma Negroes who had migrated 
to Oklahoma in search of a "great opportunity" and self- 
fulfillment" but found, after the first few years of freedom, 
disenfranchisement, economic hardships, and persecution by 
whites. By the time Sam appeared, "full of vision of a mass 
exodus from what had now become a land of mockery" the people 
could view Sam as a savior, one who would take them to the 
3PhyIon, Vol. XXIII, No. 2, pp. 178-194. 
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Gold Coast where, Sam told them, "the Negroes don't have to 
work or even wear clothes, and crops grow without difficulty, 
and life is one long sweet dream" (p. 185). 
Most of the evidence indicates that Sam promoted his 
colonization scheme to further his personal business interests. 
The sixty passengers who sailed on Sam's ship to the Gold Coast 
in 1914 met nothing but misfortune. Some of the colonists died 
on the way to Africa; some, after finding out that none of 
Sam's glowing promises were to be fulfilled, were reduced to 
petitioning the Governor of the Gold Coast for assistance in 
returning to the United States; others wrote to friends and 
relatives for money for the return passage; while "others 
filtered out of the Gold Coast colony altogether and took up 
residence in Nigeria and Liberia" (p. 192). 
Bittle and Geis concluded that, 
Whether or not Sam was a charlatan is in 
every sense unimportant, (p. 194) 
Faced with bitter ambiguity, no longer 
certain of the direction which they should 
take, Oklahoma Negroes fell upon Sam as 
they had upon no other person in their 
history, (p. 193) 
The significance of the Sam movement was that it 
embodied the "basic unrest," and deep dissatisfaction of 
Negroes who had no hope of "ever gaining a full life in 
America." 
"Mbari—The Missing Link," by Gene Ulansky, was pub- 
4 
lished in 1965. The article began with a discussion of some 
4Phylon, Vol. XXVI, No. 3, pp. 247-254. 
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of the efforts of Negroes to become fully American and the 
realization by Negroes that knowledge of African culture and 
history and a sense of positive identification with Africa 
could satisfy some of their cultural needs as Americans. 
Through the arts the Mbari clubs located in Nigeria 
offer a cultural link to Africa. Mbari refers to a traditional 
Ibo religious custom where a house is built and decorated 
through communal effort as an act of worship of Ala, the earth 
goddess. 
Ulansky emphasized the artistic universality of the 
Mbari clubs and he stated that this characteristic provided an 
opportunity for Negro American artists and writers "to taste 
deeply of Africa and to make connections with both particular 
and universal aspects in the African tradition" (p. 253). 
Ulansky concluded that it was important for Negro Americans 
to go to Africa, not mainly to contribute to Africa's develop¬ 
ment, but primarily to clarify their own identity and to 
accelerate their own pace in becoming American." The benefits 
of organizations such as the Mbari clubs would not be restricted 
only to Negro artists and writers but "through them all Negro 
Americans could come closer to Africa, to America and to 
themselves" (p. 254). 
"Five Writers and their African Ancestors," by Harold 
Isaacs, was published in 1960.^ The article examined the 
works of five Negro writers, covering the period from the 
^The article was published in Phylon, Vol. XXI, in two 
parts: No.3, pp. 243-265 (Part I); No.4, pp. 317-336 (Part II). 
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Negro Renaissance up to 1960, to trace their treatment of the 
Africa theme. The five writers are Langston Hughes, Richard 
Wright, Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin, and Lorraine Hansberry. 
The first writer discussed in the article was Langston 
Hughes. Hughes, unlike his poet contemporaries of the late 
1920's, had actually visited Africa and Isaacs stated that 
that fact probably accounted for Hughes' more down-to-earth 
view of Africa as revealed in his poetry: 
Perhaps this was why he sometimes sang of 
Africa in a key different from the rest... 
It was more common to sing about happy 
Africans long dead or imaginary Africans 
who never lived, but Langston Hughes saw 
himself trying to shake hands with live 
Africans, now. (p. 248) 
Isaacs seemed to be disappointed with Hughes because 
of his attitude toward blackness. In his first autobiography, 
The Big Sea, Hughes describes one of his experiences in Africa 
where Africans refused to believe that he was a Negro and 
referred to him as a white man. Isaacs discussed this anecdote 
at length and compared it to a later statement by Hughes, who 
said that it was not until a certain incident that occurred 
in the late 1920's that he became aware that Negroes did not 
like to be described as 'black'. Isaacs made It quite clear 
in his article that he did not believe that Langston Hughes 
was sincere In professing 'blackness'. 
Hughes was, in truth, "not Africa" at all. 
Africa had become another of the world's 
places he had liked and left. Africa 
remained locked away among his old poems 
and old thoughts and he did not bring them 
out and dust them off until recent years 
when new Negro and world interest in Africa 
rose so sharply. (p. 254) 
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Richard Wright was very different from Langston Hughes. 
According to Isaacs, Wright "has never beat any tomtoms, never 
yearned after a dead past, nor sentimentalized about a primi¬ 
tive present." Nor has Wright shown any concern about color, 
"what it means to be light, not dark, tan, not brown, brown, 
not black" (pp. 254-255). 
Wright's experiences during his visit to Africa served 
only to intensify some of the feelings of uncertainty, aliena¬ 
tion and outright hostility that he felt before undertaking 
the trip. One of Wright's initial reactions upon arriving in 
Africa was the thought that "these were the people whose 
so-an-so ancestors had sold his ancestors down the river and 
across the sea into slavery." Isaacs emphasized that, in 
terms of personality and behavior, Wright consistently chose 
to be an outsider. Wright's inability to relate to Africans 
and his failure to feel any bonds of kinship or race as a 
result of his visit to Ghana was, Isaacs pointed out, entirely 
consistent with Wright's nature. Isaacs stated that Wright 
was more of a political being than an artist, so it is not 
surprising that 
At the end of his journey [to Ghana] Wright 
wrote to Nkrumah that he had "felt an odd 
kind of at-homeness, a solidarity that 
stemmed not from ties of blood or race, or 
from my being of African descent," but from 
"the deep hope and suffering imbedded in the 
lives of your people, from the hard facts of 
oppression..." (p. 260) 
If Isaacs seemed to show disapproval of Langston Hughes' 
attitude toward Africa, in the case of Richard Wright, Isaacs 
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seemed merely disappointed that Wright did not show more con¬ 
cern if not with Africa, then at least with the black man in 
America who did not, or could not, go to live in Paris and 
turn his back on this issue. 
Ralph Ellison had not visited Africa and, according to 
Isaacs, had no desire to do so. Ellison, like Wright, saw no 
significant relationship between Africans and American Negroes. 
Ellison's works do not contain anything at all on Africa and 
Isaacs stated that the information he presented on Ellison's 
views of Africa was obtained from a "long day's talk" with 
the writer. 
Isaacs contrasted Richard Wright, the 'outsider' with 
Ralph Ellison, the 'insider'. The article emphasized that 
Ellison was only interested in the Negro as distinctively 
American. Ellison stated: 
The African content of American Negro life 
is more fanciful than actual. As long as 
Negroes are confused as to how they relate 
to American culture they will be confused 
about their relationship to places like 
Africa, (p. 322) 
James Baldwin is different from the other writers 
Isaacs discussed because his view of Africa began with the 
usual negative stereotyped feelings and reactions in child¬ 
hood and developed into a positive, even; optimistic, attitude. 
At the time Isaacs' article was written Baldwin had never 
visited Africa but he expressed an eager desire to go there: 
I want to go to Africa one of these days. 
I think there is a great deal I can discover 
about myself there. There is something 
beautiful about it. I want to find out. It 
is at the gateway of the modern world...I 
might also find that part of me I had to 
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bury when I grew up, the capacity for joy, 
of the sense, and something almost dead, 
real good-naturedness. I think they still 
believe in miracles there and I want to 
see it. (p. 328-329) 
Baldwin's early images and awareness of Africa were 
closely connected with his feelings about his father. Baldwin 
hated his father and thought of him as cruel, savage, and 
barbaric. He explained that these were his feelings in child¬ 
hood. As an adult though, Baldwin found it difficult to 
communicate with and relate to the Africans he met while he 
was an expatriate in Paris. He says he always encountered 
"a great gulf of difference" between Africans and himself. 
Isaacs did not reveal his own attitude toward Baldwin's 
view of Africa. However, it does seem reasonable to say that 
the later change in attitude toward Africa on Baldwin's part 
could be due partly to the social climate of the 1950's which 
was different from the atmosphere in earlier times. Baldwin 
is further along in the series of writers from Hughes to 
Hansberry. 
Lorraine Hansberry was the fifth and youngest of the 
five writers discussed in the article. Her play, A Raisin in 
the Sun, took its title from a poem by Langston Hughes. 
Hansberry's play reveals her "vision of a romantic reunion 
between Negro American and black African" but, Isaacs stated, 
"in a new and much more realistic setting." This does not 
mean that a cycle has been completed from Langston Hughes in 
the 1920's and the back-to-Africa movements, to the 1950's 
and 1960's when the talk was of 'emergent Africa,' 'identity' 
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and ’self-realization'. We are not right back where we 
started because, Isaacs said, the "matter of going back-to- 
Africa as the ultimate option of despair in America...has 
become a matter of choice between new freedoms now in the 
grasp of black men, both African and American" (pp. 329-330). 
What does the American Negro become as he emerges 
from his second classness? Lorraine Hansberry was not able 
to give a final answer to the question. She stated: 
I don't know about the future or what role 
Africa will have in it. One thing, though, 
the shame about Africa among Negroes is 
actively disintegrating. I don't think 
this change should be so difficult. Most 
people are glad to replace a negative view 
with an affirmative view. (p. 336) 
In assessing Lorraine Hansberry's attitude toward 
Africa, Isaacs seemed puzzled about the inconsistencies in 
her beliefs. For example, Isaacs pointed out that Hansberry 
married a non-Negro, 
but at the same time she has clung hard...to 
a strong insistence on racial and national 
identifications. Miss Hansberry described 
* herself as 'a strong Negro nationalist' who 
also believed that all peoples and culture 
must eventually merge in a common humanity. 
(p. 333) 
Although Miss Hansberry was greatly influenced as a 
child by Langston Hughes' romantic view of Africa, and though 
Isaacs traced the coincidences and similarities between 
Hughes' father and Hansberry's father, Isaacs concluded that 
Hansberry came closest in outlook to Ellison and Baldwin: 
The belief that "Africans have their own national identities, 
and American Negroes have—or must now shape—their own" is 
one that these three writers have in common. 
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Summary and Conclusions 
Alexander Crummell was not successful in bringing about 
large-scale emigration to Liberia, but Wahle's article brought 
out the fact that his work and thought were significant because 
of his consistent race pride and his life-long concern with 
racial solidarity and economic development for his race. 
The Niger Valley colonization scheme and Alfred Charles 
Sam's African return were both failures. The two articles 
brought out the social, economic and political conditions 
responsible for the great interest and support for these 
emigration schemes. 
The Mbari clubs provide a cultural link between 
Africans and American Negroes. However, the emphasis is on 
Negro Americans clarifying and maintaining their identify as 
Americans. Isaacs article showed that the inclination of 
some of the younger writers is toward a more realistic, less 
romantic view of African/Afro-American relations . 
As a group the five articles reviewed in this chapter 
show a progression from attempts by Afro-Americans to return 
to Africa to efforts to come to grips with their relationship 
to Africa within an American context. 
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The handling of Africa and Africans as literary themes 
often reflects the attitudes of the author, his background, 
and the social atmosphere of the times. The first three 
articles reviewed here examined the handling of Africa as a 
theme and two prevalent stereotypes of Africans in literature. 
The last two articles dealt with African writers—the effects 
of environment upon their work and the way some novelists 
have depicted social change. 
"The Theme of Africa in West Indian Literature," 0. R. 
Dathorne, was published in 1965."*" The author was interested 
in examining the treatment of the African past and its 
influence on West Indian literature. Europe's interest in 
primitivism, the development of the Negro-African theme in 
Haitian writing, and the interest in Pan-Africanism were, 
according to Dathorne, responsible for Africans appearing in 
twentieth century West Indian literature. Folklore and 
language survivals were two other factors that contributed 
to the theme of Africa in West Indian literature. 
Dathorne emphasized that, to a great extent, West 
1PhyIon, Vol. XXVI, No. 3, pp. 255-276. 
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Indians' knowledge of Africa and the African heritage was 
obtained second-hand from European sources. 
...of the many West Indian writers who have 
written about Africa, only six know Africa 
firsthand. Three actually live in Africa... 
another three have visited Africa, (p. 261) 
After making this observation Dathorne raised some interesting 
questions : 
Does what these writers have to say differ 
very much from what is said by those who 
have never been to Africa? Or is the African 
experience in the West Indies an overriding 
one? Does personal contact make for a more 
realistic approach, or does absence from 
Africa aid West Indian writers in coming to 
a more sympathetic alliance with the spiritual 
and romantic essence of what is truly Africa? 
(p. 261) 
For most West Indian writers "Africa is a vague general 
concept" and "the theme of Africa, unspecified and without 
locality." The theme of Africa in West Indian literature is 
generally reflected in "half understood beliefs and values." 
The author cited works such as the play Africa Sling-shot by 
Cicely Waite-Smith and Claude McKay's poem, "Africa," to 
support this assertion. 
Other works cited by Dathorne reveal ambivalent 
attitudes toward Africa in West Indian literature. Sometimes 
the view expressed is that concern about going back to Africa 
is useless because, to paraphrase one of the characters, how 
can you go back to a place you have never been to? On the 
other hand, a different attitude, described by Dathorne as 
"aggressively pro-African" is often expressed. 
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The African theme is sometimes used in West Indian 
literature to express nationalistic feelings. There are other 
West Indian writers who, in rejecting European culture and 
Christianity, "concern themselves with the adoration of Africa 
and African culture." 
Dathorne found that, in general, West Indian writing 
is not much concerned with slavery, possibly because 
there are several other racial groups in the 
West Indies who would not necessarily wish 
to be absorbed into an ex-slave society which 
is by admission lacking in 'culture,' poor, 
irresponsible, lacking in direction and 
purpose, (p. 269) 
Dathorne concluded that this explanation was responsible for 
the fact that West Indian literature often mentioned Africa 
as a place of freedom and a source of "historical moments of 
glory." 
Dathorne indicated the various treatments of the theme 
of Africa in West Indian literature. The article clearly 
stated that in spite of the writers' various approaches to 
the theme there was a trend that was interpreted as 
no narrow racialist pamphleteering but a 
search for origins and man's reconciliation 
with his past to help him interpret his 
present and to fortify him with convictions 
and safeguards for the future, (p. 276) 
"The Educated African Theme in English Fiction about 
Africa, 1884-1939," by G. D. Killam, was published in 1966.2 
In English novels of the period under study, the educated 
2Phylon, Vol. XXVII, No. 2, pp. 155-164. 
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African appears as a "despised and unsympathetic" figure 
whereas it might have been expected that he would symbolize 
African advancement. 
G. A. Henty's 1884 novel, By Sheer Pluck, showed "the 
need for caution in giving education to Africans lest they, 
in turn, rise against their white benefactors" (p. 156). The 
educated African was sometimes presented as a figure "grotesquely 
imitating the manners and attitudes of white men," pompous, 
arrogant, and "affected in dress and manners." The other stereo¬ 
type of the educated African was "the African who is committed 
to driving the white men out of Africa." 
The works of Henty, Cutcliffe Hyne and others revealed 
that these writers were reluctant to credit Africans with 
intelligence, but Killam was much more interested in analyzing 
the characterizations of those writers who wanted to provide 
an honest appraisal but who, nevertheless, contributed to 
the persistence of the stereotyped educated African. 
Mary Gaunt was one such writer. Killam pointed out 
that her educated Africans, central characters in three novels, 
are described in language that is entirely unsympathetic and 
which "gives an indication from the outset of the general 
disregard the author has for him." In two of the books the 
educated Africans are killed off and Killam observed about 
one of them: "She [the author] can neither allow him a 
satisfactory life, nor let him achieve the equality he has 
earned and demonstrated" (p. 158) 
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The article discussed the works of three other writers 
whose treatment of the educated African theme was similar to 
Gaunt's. According to Killam 
their plots, characterizations and style... 
were conceived in order to convince their 
readers that Africans, however much education 
they receive and however wide their experi¬ 
ences of western ways may be, are fundamen¬ 
tally incapable of achieving and maintaining 
equality with whites, either intellectually 
or socially, (p. 159) 
Killam pointed out that the stereotyped treatment of 
educated Africans in literature has persisted even into the 
1960's, an era of increasing African participation in world 
affairs. Although changes in the western view of Africa and 
Africans have occurred, these changes have not been sufficiently 
reflected in modern novels and Killam cited examples to show 
that the use of the stereotype continues. 
J. Robert Constantine's article, "The Ignoble Savage, 
an Eighteenth Century Literary Stereotype," was published in 
O 
1966. According to Constantine, in contrast to the 'noble 
savage' image of African Negroes, which tended to evoke 
sympathy, the ignoble savage stereotype was used as a basic 
factor in defending slavery and the slave trade. Accounts 
of travels and voyages enjoyed popularity as a literary form 
during the eighteenth century. The eighteenth century travel 
accounts dealing with Africa, "whether they were fictitious 
or based on alleged actual experience," provided the basic 
3PhyIon, Vol. XXVII, No.2, pp. 171-179. 
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source material for documentation of the ignoble savage image. 
The effect of the 'information* contained in these accounts 
was to contribute to the view that slavery was a benevolent 
institution which rescued the Africans from the 'barbaric,' 
'inhuman,' immoral practices of their homeland and exposed 
them to Christianity. 
William Bosman's New and Accurate Description of the 
Coast of Guinea, published in 1705, was one of the earliest 
eighteenth century travel accounts on which the ignoble savage 
stereotype was based. Constantine pointed out that Bosman and 
later writers emphasized manners, morals, sex practices and 
"the most ghastly aspects of Negro life in Africa" (p. 17,6). 
Constantine cited as evidence of "a widespread circu¬ 
lation and acceptance of the ignoble savage stereotype" the 
"numerous denials of its accuracy by slave trade apologists" 
(p. 176). The accounts of mariners and other travellers were 
not the only souree of the ignoble savage image. An additional 
source of the stereotype was the newspaper and periodical 
press of late eighteenth century England. 
Special interest groups such as planters and ship 
owners, among others, comprised the 'resistance movement' 
against the English Abolition Society and it was this resis¬ 
tance movement which was active in perpetuating the image of 
the "naturally depraved and inferior African." Although the 
Act of 1807 abolished the slave trade the ignoble savage 
stereotype continued to flourish into the twentieth century, 
even "in the face of a substantial body of anthropological, 
biological, psychological, and sociological evidence to the 
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contrary" (p. 179). 
"Post-War Literature in English by African Writers 
From South Africa: A Study of the Effects of Environment 
Upon Literature," by Bernth Lindfors, was published in 1966.4 
Lindfors observed that most of the modern African literature 
in English has been produced by Nigerian and South African 
writers. Although the Nigerians have used many literary forms 
--novels, short stories, plays, poems—with great originality, 
Lindfors stated that, for the most part, South African writers 
have limited themselves to the short story and have explored 
only a few of the possibilities of this form. 
Lindfors quoted the explanations of two South African 
writers who are now living in exile. Exekiel Mphahlele and 
Bloke Modisane attributed the South African writers' concen¬ 
tration on short stories to their environment. According to 
these writers, the political and social climate of South 
Africa hinders the organization of mental and emotional facul¬ 
ties necessary to write a long work such as a novel or a play. 
The short story serves the day to day, short term view of 
life produced by the environment on South Africa. Another 
important South African writer, Lewis Nkosi, has expressed 
the attitude that part of the blame for their failure to 
produce lengthier works must be placed on the writers them¬ 
selves. Nkosi pointed out that because the magazines had such 
low standards of selection writers took advantage of the 
4Phylon, Vol. XXVII, No. 1, pp. 50-62. 
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situation to avoid "the long and dreary labor of good writing 
by bashing out a short story in a matter of a day or two and 
getting it published immediately." Lindfors added that this 
"has had a profound effect on the form, content, style and 
quality of their writing" (p. 51). 
In tracing the history of Drum, "the first South African 
magazine of wide circulation to invite Africans to submit 
literary contributions in English," Lindfors presented an 
example of the type of magazine referred to by Nkosi. In 
addition to magazines like Drum, the liberal and communist 
publications which were eager to get literary contributions 
"flavored with social criticism or political protest" from 
African writers, were also influential in the development 
of the African short story. 
Government harassment and banning of the liberal 
publications and the practice of "literary apartheid" by 
the white press have led to a situation where there have been 
few outlets in South Africa for African literary expression. 
Despite the fact that the society is multi-racial, the 
African writer in South Africa finds that he is writing for 
Africans only and that his readers have a wide range of 
educational backgrounds and literary tastes. Lindfors 
described the writer's dilemma in this way: 
He must write about characters and situations 
that all of his readers will understand. He 
must write in a style that all will accept. 
His writing is reduced to the lowest common 
denominator of his readers' experiences, 
interests and tastes. His audience determines 
what and how he writes, (p. 55) 
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Another aspect of the effects of environment on litera¬ 
ture for the South African writer is the writer's ability to 
achieve detachment. 
He may find it impossible to portray whites 
faithfully or to think of human beings as 
human beings and not as victims of political 
circumstance. Feelings of rage, frustration 
or despair may spill over into his fiction, 
staining it with an inappropriate or irrele¬ 
vant bias. He may be incapable of disengaging 
himself from his environment long enough to 
write truthfully and powerfully. (p. 59) 
A few South African writers have written successfully 
in forms other than the short story but their works have had 
to be published abroad. Most of the South African writing 
published abroad is protest literature and, since the Govern¬ 
ment has banned this type of literature, South African readers 
do not have the opportunity to read it. 
In demonstrating the effects of environment upon 
literature Lindfors' article concluded that African writers 
were left with the unpromising choice of "writing innocuous 
fantasies for a South African audience or writing protest 
literature for a foreign audience" (p. 62). Looking ahead 
to the future, Lindfors found no basis for optimism concerning 
South African literature in English because of the anticipated 
effects of the 1954 Bantu Education Act which provided for 
Bantu languages to replace English as the medium of instruction 
at the primary and high school levels. According to Mphahlele, 
the effect of the Act will be to severely hinder the next 
university generation in "the mastery of their external world" 
and render them "less and less able to write creatively in 
English" (p.62). 
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B. I. Chukwukere's 1965 article, "African Novelists 
and Social Change,""* began with a caveat to the reader: 
Chukwukere is perfectly aware that novels are not documentary 
sources for sociological or anthropological data. The aim of 
the article was to show how some African writers have handled 
social change as reflected in their societies. The works of 
one writer from East Africa, James Ngugi, and two from West 
Africa, Chinua Achebe and Cyprian Ekwensi, were discussed in 
the article. 
Ngugi's novel, Weep Not, Child, portrays the effects 
of the new economic structure introduced by the Europeans 
based on cash and wages. The strike is an important element 
in the structure because it reveals how Ngugi handles social 
change. The main characters' reaction to the strike is in 
accordance with whether they found themselves well off or 
disadvantaged in the new economy. Another point considered 
significant by Chukwukere is that the strike marked the first 
time that the exploited acted as a group against their 
common enemy. 
In Things Fall Apart Achebe's hero, Okonkwo, commits 
suicide because he is totally unable to relate to or under¬ 
stand the new political organization and religion, the 
vehicles of social change. The inept messengers of the 
District Officer and the District Officer himself are guilty 
of behavior and attitudes that could lead only to failures 
in communication and accommodation of ideas and institutions. 
5Phylon, Vol. XXVI, No. 3, pp. 228-239. 
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As Chukwukere pointed out, Achebe balances the dismal side of 
the picture with characters such as Mr. Brown, the Missionary, 
and Obierika, Okonkwo's closest friend, "men of good sense, 
deep insight, clear understanding and moderation" (p. 233). 
Another aspect of social change, the new elite who 
possess a high level of education and the material symbols of 
success, is brought to light in Achebe's second novel, No 
Longer at Ease. Education, another vehicle of social change, 
is highly regarded "because of its great importance as an 
avenue to good jobs and better living standards." No Longer 
at Ease shows some of the conflicts and problems the modern 
educated African faces. The issue of religion also arises in 
this story. Education is indirectly responsible for Obi's 
being sufficiently liberated from traditional prejudices to 
want to marry Clara, who belongs to an 'untouchable' caste. 
Although Clara and her family are Christians, Obi's father, 
who is a catechist, opposes the marriage on the basis of 
traditional beliefs. 
Ekwensi's novel, Jagua Nana, not only adds further 
evidence of "the sociological importance of education and 
money in rapidly changing Africa," but it also "adds another 
area of conflict—the parliamentary system of government." 
The violence of the Nigerian version of party politics is 
responsible for the death of Freddie, Jagua's former lover. 
Chukwukere's article did not present any general 
conclusions on how African novelists in general treat social 
change. The discussion related specifically to the handling 
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of this theme by Ngugi, Achebe, and Ekwensi. It is unfortunate 
that both Achebe and Ekwensi are Nigerians because there might 
have been differences if, for example, a Ghanaian writer had 
been included to represent West Africa. It is also unfortunate 
that the countries represented by the authors discussed in 
the article, Kenya and Nigeria, were both former British 
colonies. It might have been interesting if a French-speaking 
African writer had been included. For these reasons it seems 
unfair to say that the article treated such a broad subject 
as African novelists since the scope of the discussion was 
limited to three authors from two countries. 
Summary and Conclusions 
In West Indian literature Africa is, for the most part, 
handled as a vague general concept. The literature also 
reveals ambivalent attitudes toward Africa expressed, on the 
one hand, by an aggressively pro-African stance, and, on the 
other hand, by statements of the futility of trying to go 
'back to Africa'. 
The 'ignoble savage' and the 'educated African' are 
two images of Africans that have become persistent stereo¬ 
types in English literature. 
One effect of the social and political environment 
of South Africa upon its writers has been a scarcity of 
literature in forms other than the short story and even the 
short stories that are produced have been of poor quality. 
Seeking publication abroad does not solve all the writer's 
problems because he is again restricted by the demand of 
foreign readers for protest literature from South Africa. 
The writings of the three novelists Ngugi, Achebe, and 
Ekwensi have usually reflected the negative disruptive aspects 
of the processes and agents of social change. 
African writers are creating their own stereotypes of 
Africans, such as the 'been-to' and the corrupt politician. 
These stereotypes, like the earlier ones created by European 
writers, reflect and influence the social atmosphere and 





The early issues of Phylon contained a section follow¬ 
ing the full reviews of books entitled "Mere Mention." 
Following this tradition, 'mere mention' will be made here 
of five articles that did not qualify for inclusion in this 
study but which do not deserve total exclusion. 
Anita Moore's article, "Realism in Two Congo Sculp¬ 
tures," was published in 1962. (Phylon, Vol. XXIII, No. 4, 
pp. 383-388). It analyzed two pieces of wood sculpture, a 
Bakongo female figure holding a child and a Badjokwe female 
figure seated on a chair, that revealed unusual degrees of 
realism. 
"Negroes in Rome: An Observation," by George Armstrong 
Leiper, was published in 1960. (Phylon, Vol. XXI, No. 4, 
pp. 376-382). Most of the article presented the author's 
observations of African and other foreign students who were 
studying on scholarships in Rome. 
"Transfer of Socio-historical Symbols in the Interpre¬ 
tation of American Literature by West Africans" (Phylon, Vol. 
XXVI, No. 4, 1965, pp. 372-379), and "African Realistic 
Commentary on Culture Hierarchy and Racistic Sentimentalism 
in The Yemassee" (Phylon, Vol. XXV, No. 1, 1964, pp. 72-78) 
were both written by Austin J. Shelton. The first article 
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described Shelton's study of the close parallel between the 
imagined and real historical experience of Nigerians and the 
interpretation of two groups of Nigerian students of Nathaniel 
Hawthorne's short story "The Maypole of Merry Mount". The 
second article described a similar experiment in which 
Nigerian students were given problems of analysis based on 
passages in the novel, The Yemassee. 
"Social Distance Attitude of Nigerian Students, by 
P. A. U. Opara, was published in 1968. (Phylon, Vol. XXIX, 
No. 1, pp. 13-18). The article described a study done with 
Nigerian students. The purpose of the study was to point 
out some groups in Nigeria involved in high and low social 
distance as indicated by the responses of a group of students 
to the seven items in the Bogardus Social Distance Scale. 
APPENDIX B 
NOTES ON THE PHYLON AUTHORS 
A mail questionnaire was used to obtain current infor¬ 
mation on the authors of the articles relating to Africa 
published in Phylon between 1960 and 1969. Responses were 
obtained from seventeen authors, three could not be traced, 
one--A. A. McPheeters—is deceased, and the others did not 
return their questionnaires. 
AKINSOLA AYODELE AKIWOWO ("The Sociology of Nigerian 
Tribalism," 1964; and "The Place of Mojola Agbebi in 
the African Nationalist Movements: 1800-1917," 1965). 
Dr. Akiwowo was born in 1922. He is presently Senior 
Research Fellow and Acting Director of the Nigerian 
Institute of Social and Economic Research at the 
University of Nigeria, Ibadan. He was formerly 
affiliated with Adelphi University, the University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka, and Texas Southern University. 
Dr. Akiwowo has written articles for The Social 
Scientist, Nigerian Opinion, and II Politico, and he 
visited Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, and Senegal in 1967 
and 1968. 
ROBERT C. ARMSTRONG ("The Role of Linguistics in 
African Studies," 1964) serves on the advisory board 
for Phylon and is Director of the Institute of African 
Studies at the University of Ibadan. 
WILLIAM E. BITTLE (Co-author with Gilbert Geis, "Alfred 
Charles Sam and an African Return: A Case Study in 
Negro Despair," 1962). Dr. Bittle was born in Ohio 
in 1926. He is presently Professor of Anthropology 
at the University of Oklahoma, Norman, and was formerly 
affiliated with U. C. L. A. and the University of 
Michigan. Bittle is the author of "Racial Self- 
fulfillment and the Rise of an All-Negro Community in 
Oklahoma" (Phylon, 1957); "Social and Racial Tensions 
in Africa," (University of Oklahoma Monograph, 1963); 
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and co-author with Geis of The Longest Way Home 
(Wayne State University Press, 1964). 
JAMES ROBERT CONSTANTINE ("The Ignoble Savage, An 
Eighteenth Century Literary Stereotype," 1966), was 
born in Indiana in 1924. Dr. Constantine is presently 
Professor of History at Indiana State University. 
He is the author of "Negro in DeFoe's Religious 
Courtship" (Bulletin of Negro History, 1955) . 
OSCAR RONALD DATHORNE ("The Theme of Africa in West 
Indian Literature," 1965) was born in 1934 in George¬ 
town, Guyana. Dr. Dathorne is presently Professor 
in the Department of English and Black Studies at 
Ohio State University. He was formerly affiliated 
with UNESCO and the University of Wisconsin. Dr. 
Dathorne is the author of two novels, Dumplings in 
the Soup and The Scholar Man and several books on 
African prose and verse and Caribbean prose and 
verse. He has visited several African countries, 
including Nigeria, Senegal, Ghana, and Sierra Leone. 
ALFRED LEROY EDWARDS ("The Check-Off System in the 
Trade Unions in Nigeria," 1964) was born in Florida 
in 1920. He is presently Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of the U. S. Department of Agriculture and part-time 
lecturer at Howard University. Dr. Edwards is the 
author of many articles and books on economics. 
He has visited Nigeria, the Cameroons, Morocco, 
Liberia, and Tunisia. 
PAUL GEOFFREY EDWARDS (Co-author with David Carroll, 
"An Approach to the Novel in West Africa," 1962) 
was born in Birmingham, England in 1926. Prof. 
Edwards is Senior Lecturer in English Literature at 
Edinburgh University, and has taught at St. Augustine's 
College, Cape Coast, Ghana; the University of Sierra 
Leone, Freetown; and the State University of New York, 
Binghampton. Edwards has published many books and 
articles on African education, 18th century African 
studies, Icelandic studies (medieval), and 19th 
century English poetry. Between 1950 and 1963 Edwards 
visited Ghana, Sierra Leone, Mali, Guinea, Morocco, 
Algeria and Tunisia. 
CHRISTOPHER FYFE ("The Legacy of Colonialism—Old 
Colony, New State," 1964) was born in Hersham in 
1920. He is presently Reader in African History at 
the University of Edinburgh and is the author of the 
following books: A History of Sierra Leone (Oxford 
University Press, 1962); Sierra Leone Inheritance 
(Oxford University Press, 1964); Africanus Horton 
(Oxford University Press, 1972); and editor of Edward 
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W. Blyden, Christianity, Islam and the Negro Race 
(Edinburgh University Press, 1968). Between 1950 
and 1971 Fyfe visited Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Ghana, 
The Gambia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia. 
GILBERT GETS (Co-author with William E. Bittle, 
"Alfred Charles Sam and an African Return: A Case 
Study in Negro Despair," 1962) was born in New York 
in 1925. He is presently Professor in the Program 
in Social Ecology at the University of California, 
Irvine. Dr. Gels is co-author with William Bittle, 
of The Longest Way Home (Wayne State University 
Press, 1964). He visited Morocco in 1970. 
EUGENE D. GENOVESE ("The Negro Laborer in Africa and 
the Slave South," 1960) was born in New York in 1930. 
He is Professor and Chairman of the Department of 
History at the University of Rochester. Dr. Genovese 
is the author of The Political Economy of Slavery, 
1965; The World the Slaveholders Made, 1969; and 
In Red and Black, 1972. 
HAROLD R. ISAACS ("Five Writers and Their African 
Ancestors," 1960), is Professor of Political Science 
at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Center for 
International Studies. He is the author of Africa : 
New Crises in the Making, 1952; Emergent Americans, 
A Report on Crossroads Africa, 1961; The New World 
of Negro Americans, 1963; and many other books and 
articles. In 1960 Isaacs visited Guinea, Liberia, 
Ghana, Togo, Dahomey, and Nigeria. 
EDWARD ALLEN JONES ("Togo, West Africa: An Appraisal 
by an Afro-American, 1961; and "The Faces of Africa: 
Vignettes Showing the Contrasts in the Old and the 
New Africa, 1962). Dr. Jones was born in Mississippi 
in 1903. He is Callaway Professor of French at 
Morehouse College. He is the author of two books, 
A Candle in the Dark: A History of Morehouse College, 
1967; and Voices of Négritude, 1971; and numerous 
articles. In 1960 Dr. Jones visited Togo and several 
other West African countries. 
WILBERT J. LeMELLE ("A Return to Senghor's Theme on 
African Socialism," 1965) was born in 1931. He is 
the Deputy Representative of the Ford Foundation, 
Eastern and Southern Africa Region. Dr. LeMelle is 
the author of The Black College, A Stragegy for 
Relevancy, 1969; The First Development Decade in 
Africa, 1972; and "The Imperatives of an Economic 
Development Program," (Journal of Research and 
Education, 1967). Between 1965 and 1972, Dr. LeMelle 
visited most of the countries in West, Central and 
East Africa. 
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BERNTH LINDFORS ("Post-War Literature in English 
by African Writers From South Africa: A Study of 
the Effects of Environment Upon Literature," 1966). 
Dr. Lindfors is editor of Research in African 
Literatures at the African and Afro-American 
Reseach Institute, University of Texas, Austin, Texas. 
MILDRED RENDL MARCUS ("Obstacles to Development in 
French Equatorial Africa," 1960). Dr. Marcus was 
born in New York City. She is Professor of Economics 
at Manhattan Community College of the City University 
of New York. Dr. Marcus is co-author (with Edward 
Marcus) of Investment and Development Possibilities 
in Tropical Africa, 1960. She visited all of tropical 
Africa in 1958 and Nigeria in 1961. 
A. A. McPHEETERS - 1901-1963 ("British Cameroons 
Development Program and Self-Determination" 1960) 
Dr. McPheeters was Dean of Clark College from 1941 
to 1963. His writings include "The Gold Coast begins 
Self-Government" (Phylon, 1957) ; and "Ghana and 
Nigeria: Background to Education" (unpublished). 
Dr. McPheeters had visited the Cameroons, Ghana, 
Nigeria and other West African countries. 
NAOMI MITCHISON ("Tribal Values in Botswana," 1967) 
was born in 1897 in Edinburgh. Lady Mitchison has 
many occupations, among them Mother of Bakgatla, 
MmaLinchwe [sic] (in Botswana), and member of the 
Highland and Island Advisory Consultative Council, 
farmer, author (in Scotland). She has written more 
than 70 books, most of them about Botswana and her 
articles have appeared in the Guardian, and the New 
Statesman. Lady Mitchison has visited Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Nigeria, and 
Ghana. She has been to Botswana every year since 
1963. 
LEEDELL WALLACE NEYLAND ("Africa: New Frontier for 
Teaching in Negro Institutions of Higher Learning," 
1961). Dr. Neyland is Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences at Florida A and M University. He is 
the author of many articles on Negro history and life. 
GEORGE ALBERT SHEPPERSON ("External Factors in the 
Development of African Nationalism with Particular 
Reference to British Central Africa," 1961; and 
"Pan-Africanism and 'Pan-Africanism': Some Historical 
Notes," 1962) was born in the U. K. in 1922. He is 
presently Professor of Commonwealth and American 
History at the University of Edinburgh. Prof. 
Shepperson is the author of two books on Africa and 
since 1942 has visited Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi, 
Zambia, Rhodesia, South Africa, Sudan, Egypt, Nigeria, 
and Ghana. 
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EDWARD K. WEAVER ("What Nigerian Independence Means, 
1961) was born in 1913 in Texas. Dr. Weaver is 
presently Professor of Science Education in the 
School of Education at Atlanta University. His 
publications have appeared in Science Education, 
The Journal of Negro History, Journal of Negro 
Education, Journal of West African Education, among 
others. Dr. Weaver has lived in Nigeria and has 
visited Ghana, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Togo. 
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